‘¢ / TOLKIEN e 


- 
2 


Themed issue: “Evil in the landscape” 


“The presence (even if only on the borders) of the terrible is, 
I believe, what gives this imagined world its verisimilitude. 
A safe fairy-land is untrue to all worlds.” — J.R.R. Tolkien. 


Discerning News on Tolkien Scholarship from 


THE HEART OF ENGLAND 


Supplemented by occasional travels in Middle-earth 


Also in this issue: articles, a film review, and notes on The Lord of the Rings. 


~ 2023 ~ 


COVER PICTURES 


Front cover: The marshy pools below Back Cover: ‘The Fantasy 

Milford Chase, in mid Staffordshire. Author’ (2023). After the Allen & Unwin 
This would be about the time — circa press photo taken by Pamela Chandler 
1910s — that Tolkien was stationed very (1961), now online at the National 
nearby at the Brocton training camp. Portrait Gallery (NPG No. x88898). 


CONTENTS 


Editorials se 2. a) 

Essay: “On Litter: mess and refuse in Tolkien”......... 4 
News: “Tolkien Gleanings” for May — June 2023......... 10 
Gallery: “Haywood and Around”......... 48 

Essay: “Tolkien & Ireland: an ‘evil’ landscape?” ........ 60 


“ce 


Essay: “‘Very Disturbing’: Tolkien’s un-named creatures”....... 64 
Essay: “Dol Guldur: its landscape context” ....... 66 
Topographical Note: “A Real Loudwater?”....... 70 

Film Review: Tolkien: A Film Portrait....... 72 

Non-Tolkien Exhibitions: of possible interest ....... TG, 

Word note: “On the city name of ‘Gondor”....... 79 


Back cover picture: ‘The Fantasy Author’....... 80 


2023 TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 3 


EDITORIAL 


elcome to my fifth PDF ‘zine, offering my 
interested reader a unified collection of recent 
‘Tolkien Gleanings’. These being my blog posts 
tracking useful items and events of interest to 
myself — and perhaps also of interest to fellow Tolkien scholars, 
academics, collectors and even some visual artists. 


Filling up the corners are essays on ‘evil in the landscape’: the 
depictions of litter and filth; Tolkien’s apparent opinion that rural 
Ireland was “evil”; the landscape context of Dol Guldur; and a brief 
survey of Tolkien’s sinister ‘un-named’ creatures. A photo-gallery 
of Haywood and mid Staffordshire also seems to fit this theme — a 
beautiful heathland landscape then ‘littered’ with ugly military 
camps. It was here that, as Tolkien later recalled... 

“Lots of the early parts [of the great tale] ... were done in grimy canteens, at 
lectures in cold fogs, in huts full of blasphemy and smut, or by candle light in 


bell-tents, even [later, at the battle-front] some down in dugouts under shell 
fire.” (Tolkien, Letters 78). 


On a lighter note I have short topographical notes on “‘Loudwater’ 
and ‘Gondor’, and a review of the long documentary Tolkien: A 
Film Portrait. Surprisingly, this appears to be the first review this 
substantial film has had. At least, I can find no other online. 


Regrettably I think this may have to be the last ‘zine / PDF 
version of Gleanings. Because no-one seems very interested. Three 
or four people get it via Gumroad, and 24 people looked at the last 
issue’s listing page on Archive.org. Gumroad donations have so far 
raised $15, barely enough to cover items purchased to review them. 
No-one has helped to promote Gleanings with a link on Twitter / 
Facebook / a forum / their blog etc. No-one has submitted any 
content. Individual Gleanings posts on the Spyders from Burslem 
blog get maybe six hits. No sales of my books have resulted from 
the Gleanings PDF. It just doesn’t seem worth continuing to do it. 


— David Haden, Stoke-on-Trent, England. 21st June 2023. 
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ON LITTER 


MESS AND REFUSE IN TOLKIEN 


olkien appears 
to have placed in 
print one of the 
first modern 
uses of the word litter in 
English, when he used the 
word with the meaning of 
an ‘untidy and disparate 
mess, scattered by the 
uncouth and unthinking’. 
In The Hobbit (1937) we 
have the trolls’ cave with its 
“horrible smell” and... 
“there was a good deal of food 
jumbled carelessly on shelves 
and on the ground, among an 
untidy litter of plunder, of all 
sorts” 
This is not however the 
earliest use of the word. The 
Oxford English Dictionary 
(OED) has the earliest 
recorded use (of the 
modern meaning) for the 
word litter back in 1927. 


In 1927 the British 
Children’s Newspaper had 
featured a short ‘column’ 
article that was of the 
opinion... 

“It is time the Litter Lout was 

taken seriously in hand.” 
The newspaper is now on 
Archive.org and the context 
can thus be found. In 1927 
and thereafter the paper 
periodically commented (in 
a small but persistent way) 
on instances of litter during 
the 1920s and 30s. It was 
very much a lone voice in 
being concerned about: 
beer bottle-throwing (to 
smash); the discarding of 
tram and bus-tickets; the 
dropping of cigarette 
packets; and the mixed and 
trampled mess left by 
holiday and event crowds. 
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Apart from this consistent 
concern by the Children’s 
Newspaper, the word is 
apparently not then to be 
found in the historical 
record for another two 
decades. Tolkien’s 1937 
use has not been noticed by 
the OED. Only in the 
Children’s Newspaper, it 
seems, do we clearly have 
the modern meaning of 
litter as ‘the scattered and 
disparate mess which has 
been left behind’ — usually 
after eating, drinking or 
smoking cigarettes! — and 
at the same time also 
relating to “louts” who 
offend others by their 
feckless behaviour. 


American dictionaries note 
the word litterbug was first 
used in America in 1947, 
said of passengers being 
newly fined for dropping 
trash in subway stations. 
The OED spots litter-bin in 
a British planning journal 
the same year. 
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In 1953 the OED notes the 
British News Chronicle 
newspaper publishing a 
letter which worried about: 
“What a mess there will be on 
Coronation Day unless people 
use the litter-boxes” 
This suggests the idea of 
‘the litter-box’ — often a 
small wire ‘bin’ or ‘basket’ 
in green spaces — was then 
in common use in London. 


Tolkien’s use of the word in 
the context of the trolls 
conveys the idea of the 
‘jtems casually dropped by 
the feckless and uncouth’, 
but in his combination of 
this with the adjacent 
“horrible smell” Tolkien 
deftly draws the word back 
toward the older medieval 
meaning of ‘pungent 
animal bedding’. My 
feeling is that this earlier 
and common medieval 
meaning was what Tolkien 
had somewhat in mind for 
the trolls in The Hobbit. 
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Adopted from Latin via 
French, the 14th century 
English knew litter as 
bedding — and in a rural 
context this meant bedding 
for farm animals, made by 
thickly strewing light loose 
material such as dry 
summer grass or winter 
straw. Later, when soiled 
by the animals, this loose 
material would be raked 
out and rotted for use as 
fertilising field manure. 


One can further note that 
Tolkien’s troll “litter” is 
somewhat similar in its 
state to the “mess” that the 
dwarves make earlier in 
The Hobbit, and which 
Bilbo has to clear up after 
their initial visit... “There 
was a fearful mess in the 
room” and much washing- 
up was also required. Thus 
the adventure begins, with 
the dwarves’ mess being 
methodically cleared up by 
the house-proud Bilbo. 
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In a curious synchronicity, 
the larger tale also ends 
that way and in the very 
same place. At the end of 
The Lord of the Rings — 
when Saruman is turned to 
a heap of dirty ashy rags 
near the refuse-strewn 
garden of Bag End — we 
read of Sam saying... 

‘T shan’t call it the end, till 

we ve cleared up the mess,’ 

said Sam gloomily. ‘And that'll 

take a lot of time and work.’ 
What then of other litter or 
litter-like mess in The Lord 
of the Rings? Is there any? 
Well, yes and no. Tolkien 
does use the litter word 
here — but in the same way 
aS was once used in 
England for ‘scattered 
clutter’. This old use is 
noted by the OED, with all 
the examples relating to 
gentle-people. For 
example: “She was 
ashamed to be seen in such 
a pickle, ... her house was 
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in such a litter.” (1742); or 
“An old pamphlet among 
the litter of the abbot’s 
study” (1868); or “The 
kitchen was covered with 
the litter of dressmakers 
preparing for the 
wedding.” (1894). 


This then appears to be the 
same meaning Tolkien 
uses for the elderly Bilbo in 
LoTR. When Frodo looks 
in the Mirror of Galadriel 
he sees a vision of Bilbo in 
which... “The table was 
littered with disordered 
papers”. Much later, on 
return to Rivendell, Bilbo’s 
room is indeed found to 
be... “littered with papers”. 
This is a very poigniant 
counter-point to his first 
appearance in The Hobbit, 
in which he is so sprightly 
and keen for domestic 
neatness and order after 
the dwarves have gone. 


Of course it is true that 
after Bilbo’s farewell party 
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in LoTR there is paper- 
cracker paper to clear from 
the Party Field. But this 
detritus is not called ‘litter’ 
by Tolkien... 


“People came and began (by 
orders) to clear away the 
pavilions and the tables and 
the chairs, and the spoons and 
knives and bottles and plates, 
and the lanterns, and the 
flowering shrubs in boxes, and 
the crumbs and cracker- 
paper, the forgotten bags and 
gloves and handkerchiefs, and 
the uneaten food (a very small 
item).” 
The young recipients of the 
crackers are evidently 
rather slight litterers, and 
might be excused due to 
excitement. For the 
crackers bore wonderful 
and sometimes magical 
presents from Dale. These 
young hobbits are not 
modern yobs, littering to 
cause resentment, injury 
(broken glass), intimidate, 
or to ‘mark their territory’. 
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There is certainly no hint of 
trampled-in trash on the 
Party Field, as an American 
reader might call it. 


The word rubbish does not 
occur in a littering context 
in LoTR. But refuse does, 
as when Bag End’s garden 
is discovered to have “piles 
of refuse everywhere”. 
There is also the gruesome 
discovery of refuse made by 
Sam in the ruined garden- 
like glades of Ithilien. This 
punctum event strongly 
keys Tolkien’s concerns to 
some of the increasingly 
vocal commentators on 
litter in the England of the 
early 1950s, as the new 
mass-market car culture 
unleashed an unholy 
‘autogeddon’ of litter on 
even the remotest English 
shires. Marring the delicate 
early springtime of Ithilien 
are... 


“_.. the newer wounds made 
by the Orcs and other foul 
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servants of the Dark Lord: a pit 
of uncovered filth and refuse; 
trees hewn down wantonly and 
left to die, with evil runes or 
the fell sign of the Eye cut in 
rude strokes on their bark. 


Sam scrambling below the 
outfall of the lake, smelling and 
touching the unfamiliar plants 
and trees, forgetful for the 
moment of Mordor, was 
reminded suddenly of their 
ever-present peril. He 
stumbled on a ring still 
scorched by fire, and in the 
midst of it he found a pile of 
charred and broken bones and 
skulls. The swift growth of the 
wild with briar and eglantine 
and trailing clematis was 
already drawing a veil over this 
place of dreadful feast and 
slaughter; but it was not 
ancient. He hurried back to his 
companions, but he said 
nothing.” 


To some the word refuse 
might seem incongruously 
American, but the OED 
finds it in the 1400s in 
England meaning ‘thrown 
aside, worthless rubbish’. 
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A 1611 English Bible has... 


“Every thing that was vile, and 

refuse, that they destroyed 

utterly.” (1 Samuel 15:9).2 
The now-archaic words 
‘spoil’ and ‘leavings’ are 
thus related to this 
“dreadful feast” in Ithilien, 
and we later learn (“The 
Scouring of the Shire”) that 
this is what many Hobbits 
have been forced to eat... 


“the leavings [of the men’s 
meals] which you could have at 
the Shirriff-houses, if you 
could stomach them.” 


Here of course we touch on 
litter that takes the form of 
unwanted and discarded 
food — something many 
litter-pickers still discover 
today. The half-drunk beer- 
can, the discarded kebab, 
the mouldering bag of 
french-fries, the oozing 
mini-dip of spicy sauce, the 
banana peel, the half- 
gnawed chicken-bone. In 
LoTR such things as 
discarded “food-bags” can 


TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 9 


also betray the enemy. For 
instance, on the bare tops 
of the East Wall of Rohan it 
is only the “dropped or cast 
away” food-bags and refuse 
of the orcs that leads the 
Three Hunters to the vital... 


“narrow ravine [in which] a rough 
path descended like a steep stair 
into the plain”. 


One does not have to walk 
far to discover similar orc- 
spoor today. But the well- 
made litter-picking stick? is 
the modern sword with 
which to battle such 
foulness, and it can shine 
just as brightly in the early 
morning sun. 


1. Tapped-out pipe ash is of course 
‘not litter’, being highly ephemeral. 


2. Said of the destruction of all the 
lesser property of King Agag, who had 
been the first to attack and slaughter 
the Israelites [“chosen people’ of God] 
when they fled Egypt. The more 
valuable property was taken as booty. 


3. The best make of litter-picking 
stick in the UK is the £15 Helping 
Hand Company ‘Classic Pro Folding 
Reacher Grabber’, 35 inch. Also, large 
heavy-duty 100L bin-bags are best. 
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Selected items of possible interest to Tolkien scholars, collectors, 
and devotees, as found from May to June 2023. Web links are in 
dark green and ‘clickable’, launching in your Web browser. 


+ The Exeter College library has been undergoing 
refurbishment and restoration. Readers will recall that 
this was Tolkien’s old undergraduate book-grubbing 
ground (“I have got to go to the college library now and 
get filthy amongst dusty books ...”). The College’s plan to 
blow the dust off has been underway for several years 
now, and it was originally “scheduled to reopen in 
October 2023”. 


h,y~ 


Z 
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Now a new post on the official website bring news that 
the project “draws nearer to completion”, with... 


“the return of books in August, followed by students in Michaelmas 
Term 2023. [...] Oak flooring has been installed throughout the 
wing. The stone has been thoroughly cleaned, revealing the 
original, much lighter appearance. The Victorian bookcases on the 
ground floor have been restored, structurally enhanced, and 
returned. On the ground floor, the ceiling has been painted an 
understated and appealing dusty blue. [... On the] north facade, a 
floor-to-ceiling arched window, has been fully revealed for the first 
time since 1955, when it was concealed by bookshelves. As in the 
lower floor of the main wing, the ceiling has now been painted, in 
this case a sophisticated shade of Cotswold green. Along the ceiling, 
windows will be installed as an additional source of natural light, 
improving the study space. 


+ At Mount Saint Vincent University, “Dr. Anna Smol 
receives award for research excellence” for her work in 
Tolkien scholarship. Mentioned in the news release is her 
relatively new Tolkien and Alliterative Verse website. 


+ Anew 80-minute podcast interview, Professor 


Rachel Fulton Brown on “Mystic Christianity, Tolkien’s 


Cosmogony, and The Logos of Created Worlds” (June 
2023). The link’s .MP3 download is hidden under the 


“More” button. The interview starts at 4:00 minutes. 


+ A talk by Tom Shippey on “Politics in Tolkien: What 
We Can Learn From Hobbits” (2015). As Al-cleaned 


audio, newly made from this almost un-listenable “big 
ballroom, massive echo” recording on YouTube. 


+ Anew undergraduate dissertation, “Direct Speech 
and Characterization in J.R.R. Tolkien’s Novels” (2023). 
Extracted all the ‘direct speech’ of Sam and Aragorn into 
a dataset, and then used “corpus linguistic tools and 
methods” to look for keywords and “distinctive linguistic 
features”. 
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+ The Music of Paul Corfield Godfrey website 
anticipates his upcoming recording of the final part of his 


grand Silmarillion opera set. This final part, plus a full 
boxed collection-set with a 128-page booklet, are both set 
for release on 23rd June 2023. 


+ A sheet-music pack for 
Johan de Meij’s Symphony 
No. 5 — Return to Middle 
Earth (2019), with parts for 
full orchestra and choir. May 


contain dragons. 


Johan de Meij 


Symphony No.5 


+ New on Archive.org ‘to 
borrow’ is a so-so scan 

of Smaug: unleashing the 
dragon. A 100-page “making 
of’ artbook which details the 
making of the magnificent 
Smaug in the movie version 
of The Hobbit. Whatever the 
many faults of the cinema 
release of The Hobbit, the 15-minute Smaug section 
wasn’t one of them. Actually, The Hobbit in its overblown 
screen version can be kind-of rescued. /Spoilers/ The 
“Empty Sea Edit” fan-edit is really very good... right up 
until the dwarves tip out of their barrels at Laketown. At 
that point you immediately stop watching and switch to 
Bluefax’s unabridged cast + music audio version. Listen 
through Laketown, finding the secret entrance to the 
mountain, and right up until the point when Bilbo goes 
down the tunnel. Then go back to the movie for a visual 
Smaug. After the short Smaug section, nothing can rescue 
the rest of the movie... so it’s back to Bluefax and 
headphones to finish. 
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+ Anew PhD thesis Tom Bombadil: Mistrrio 
Irredutivel (2023) (Tom Bombadil: Irreducible Mystery’) 
from Brazil. Freely available online in a PDF which allows 
copy-paste, and can thus be auto-translated. 


+ “Les portes de la Terre du Milieu : La notion du 
seuil dans l’univers de Tolkien” (‘The Doors of Middle- 


earth: the idea of the threshold in the worlds of Tolkien’). 
A paywalled book chapter in French, but with an English 
abstract. Examines... “the symbolism and the role of the 
door” in Tolkien. 


+ I see that Italy’s Eterea Edizioni has a themed 
scholarly Tolkien journal in Italian, currently at issue #3. 
To date we have: #1: Tolkien and the Fourth Age; #2: 
Tolkien and Translation; and #3: Beowulf in Oxford: 

Tolkien’s Literary Style. This last is the 2022/23 edition. 
Looking though the auto-translated contents lists I see, 
among others... 


— #1. “Make It Modern! Tolkien, Pound and the Search for the 
Lost Eden”; “Tolkien and Yeats: With Mythology to Meet the 
Challenge of Immortality”; and “Re-enchanting an Unenchanted 
World: Tolkien and Lovecraft”. 

— #2. “The Name of The Map: Cartographic Translations of the 
World of Tolkien” and “What meteor, that night, came down”: 
Tolkien and the Victorian Man-in-the-Moon”. 

— #3. “Like A Beat: The Rhythm of The Lord of the Rings”. 


+ New to me is Tolkien & illustration — Artists in 
Middle-Earth: from text to image... “This academic blog is 
dedicated to the illustrations for Tolkien’s texts in English 
editions.” The blog appears to have begun in 2020, part 
of the planning and writing of a PhD thesis. The 
researcher will be presenting at the forthcoming 
Oxonmoot conference in the UK. 
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+ ‘Collecting Tolkien: A History of a Tolkien 
Obsession’, a talk at Brighton library (at Rochester, near 


Buffalo and Toronto)... 
“Tolkien enthusiast Georg Nadorff will describe ... four decades of 
book collecting, encompassing tens of thousands of individual 
volumes and items.” 
The talk has been and gone (22nd June) but certain 
university collections staff may be interested in making 
contact, and perhaps there’s also a recording of the talk 
available? 


+ I wonder if Mr. Nadorff has this one? New on 
Archive.org to borrow, the book What’s the name, please? 


A guide to the correct pronunciation of current 
prominent names (1936)... 


Presumably had via, and quoting, a letter from Tolkien 
himself. 


+ Open-access in the new 2023 edition of British and 
American Studies (Romania), “Negotiating Meaning in 
The Translation of Riddles in J.R.R. Tolkien’s The 
Hobbit”. 


+ Sean Grundy’s 55-minute afternoon radio-play 
“Tolkien in Love” (2017), now newly on YouTube. I see 
that it’s also on Archive.org in .MP3, uploaded a year ago. 
The play focusses on the initially thwarted romance 
between Tolkien and Edith. 
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+ New in The European Conservative, and freely 
available online, the long and learned article “Tolkien’s 
True Love”... 
“The values of Tolkien’s world are not those of moral relativism, but 
those of the traditional Christian conception of courtship and 
romantic loyalty, in which the intimate aspects of love are treated 
with discretion and respect that protects their nobility.” 
+ Anew blog post on “Tolkien the Realist” in relation 
to Romanticism. Being a response to recent magazine 
interview... 
“In a recent interview in The Bookmonger by John J. Miller of 
the National Review, Carol Zeleski describes the Inklings as “the 
last of the Romantics.” In the case of J.R.R. Tolkien, I could not 
disagree more.” 
+t Registration is still open for Franciscan University’s 
conference on Tolkien... titled ““A Long-Expected Party: A 
Semicentennial Celebration of Tolkien’s Life, Works and 
Afterlife’ [...] will focus on all aspects of Tolkien’s life and 
work, including his most recent posthumous 
publications”. 22nd-23rd September, near Pittsburgh. 


+ New in the Japanese open-access journal Studies of 
Language and Culture, “Eucatastrophe and Satori: 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Legendarium as Interreligious 

Myth” (June 2023, in English). A short survey of 
“unintentional Buddhist thematic resonances” in Tolkien. 


+ A Masters dissertation for Liberty University, 


on “The Interplay Between Language and Culture in 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Middle-earth” (January 2023). Finds... 


“that J.R.R. Tolkien used Northern influences to appeal to his 
English audience, while he used general principles of linguistics to 
appeal to a worldwide audience.” 
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+ University of Maryland abroad: Tolkien in Oxford... 


“You will get a chance to visit the halls of Merton and Exeter College 
in Oxford University, conduct research at the Bodleian Library 
where many of Tolkien’s manuscripts are housed, and hold writing 
workshops over meals in the same cozy inns frequented by Tolkien 
and his colleagues. [...] Non-UMD Students Eligible to Apply: Yes”. 


The deadline appears to be ist October 2023. 


+ Anew blog post in Wormwoodiana, “Those Were 
the Days of the Comet” suggests why the birth of fantasy 
and science-fiction was accompanied — or in some cases 
perhaps spurred by — bright comets in the sky... 
“One explanation offered for the sequence of spectacular comets 
during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries is that a 
perturbation of the Oort Cloud, out on the boundary of interstellar 
space, caused them to be jolted from their remote orbits and sent 
curving inwards towards the Sun on millennia-long parabolic 
paths.” 
+ A call-for-papers for ‘Failures in print and 
audiovisual culture’ may interest some, given the 
continuing litany of failure in commercial media trading 
on Tolkien’s name and work... 
“We are interested in those books, comics, magazines, videogames, 


films or series that form the uncanonical, illegitimate refuse of 
modern culture” in the English-speaking world.” 


Plenty to choose from. Deadline: 6th November 2023. 


* Even more ruins! Tolkien’s Medievalism in Ruins II (yes, 
II) calls for papers on ruins in either the wider 
Legendarium or in movie and screen adaptations. 
Amusingly, partly organised by the appropriately named 
“Slippery Rock University”. Deadline: 30th September 
2099) 
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+ New to me, a blog on ‘Nymphology — a blog about 


nymphs — their nature, habitats and history’. Being a side 
project from the author of the worthy and long- 


running British Fairies blog. Somewhat Tolkien related, 
in that it is likely that nymphs (in paintings and book 
illustration) played a part in the early conceptualisation 
and visualisation of Tolkien’s elves... 


“The Men who journeyed westward were in general those who 
remained in closest touch with the true Eledai, and for the most 
part they were drawn west by the rumour of a land in or beyond the 
Western Sea which was beautiful, and was the home of the Eledai 
where all things were fair and ordered to beauty [...] Thus it is that 
the more beautiful legends (containing truths) arose, of oreads, 
dryads, and nymphs; and of the Ljos-alfar [the ‘light- 

elves’].” (J.R.R. Tolkien, from “The Theory Of The Work”, HoME, 
Sauron Defeated). 


mt 
<> 


“Nymphes Dansant” (1898) by C. Montald. WikiMedia. 
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+ Found, another survey-book on nature and 
landscape in Middle-earth. This time it’s the Italian 


book Paesaggi della Terra di Mezzo: La Natura nelle 
opere di Tolkien (2021) (‘Landscapes of Middle-earth: 


Nature in the works of Tolkien’). From Eterea Edizioni in 


266 pages, it appears to bea 
PAESAGGI DELLA TERRA DI MEZZO ° . 
eee eenemms brisk and systematic trot 


a cura di Roberto Arduini, Cecilia Barella th rough mo st the well-kn own 
regions of Middle-earth. Plus 
some specific looks at... 


— The gardens of the Shire; 

— Goldberry’s flowers; 

— In white, green and gold: the 
colours of the Rohirrim; 

— Ithilien between permanence of the 
“es past and resistance to change; 

— The deserts of Sauron; 

— Hortus Conclusus, body and soul 
care in the healing garden; 

— On the Istari and their staffs; 

— The stars and celestial objects. 


+ In the VoegelinView, and freely available online, 


thoughts on “Gardening and Nobility in 
Tolkien” (September 2018). 


+ Stoke-on-Trent & Newcastle-under-Lyme 

Ramblers will be walking the “Tolkien Trail & Great 
Haywood” (10 miles) on Thursday, 19th October 2023. 
Also a couple of walks that may interest researchers who 
are visiting boots-on-the-ground Sir Gawain & The Green 
Knight landscape walkers : Rushton Spencer and Bosley 
Cloud; and Wildboarclough. 


+ New on Archive.org to borrow is the book The Study 
of Names in Literature: A Bibliography (1978). 
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+ A Masters disseration for the Dept. of History and 
Archaeology, Macquarie University, Australia. “Harmony 
and folklore: the function of the forest in Middle- 

earth” (2022). Freely available online. Offers, via Tolkien... 


“a close reading of the texts to track how forests function 
within the medievalism of Victorian England, and the changing 
medievalism of the [early] twentieth century.” 


+t The latest Vol. 16 | No. 1 issue for the open- 


access Journal of Tolkien Research has posted the first 
two articles, including ““We Could Do with a Bit More 
Queerness in These Parts”: An Analysis of the Queer 


against the Peculiar, the Odd, and the Strange in The Lord 
of the Rings. This tries to detect some parallels with the 


sexual use of the word, but along the way has a very useful 
survey of similar words. These examples are presented in 
even more useful word-tables. 


+ An event on the visual adaptations of Tolkien’s 
works, to be held at the University of Gottingen, Germany. 


Billed as a “seminar”, but it looks rather substantial and 
takes place over three days on 27th-29th October 2023. 
I’m thus guessing that “seminar” has a very different 
meaning to Germans-using-English, compared to its use 
in the English-speaking world. Good to know, if that’s 
indeed the case. 


+ The March 2023 issue of ICMA News had a four- 
page review-report on the 2022 ‘J.R.R. Tolkien: The Art of 
the Manuscript’ exhibition. 


5 The Italian Tolkien Association tours the 


new Images/Imaginaires exhibition, with interior 
photographs. In Italian, but easily translated via Google. 
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+ Tolkien, Christianity, and Art... “The Lumen Christi 


Institute has designed this two-day seminar to introduce 
major themes and debates from the Catholic Church’s 
history to a wide online audience” and in the context of 
Tolkien and his work. 18th-22nd July 2023, led by 
faculty lecturers. $95 with “a limited number of 
scholarships available”. Though it appears not be an 
actual online seminar? Probably face-to-face in Chicago, 
recorded and then to be placed online as a recording? 
Anyway, wherever it is... booking now. 


+ I was very pleased to find the book Loremasters 


and Libraries in Fantasy and Science Fiction: A 
Gedenkschrift for David Oberhelman (2022). Who 


knew? I hadn’t heard even a whisper of it. This chunky 
400-page book contains, among other things, a reprint of 
“A Brief History of Libraries in Middle-earth: Manuscript 
and Book Repositories in Tolkien’s 

Legendarium” (otherwise trapped in the out-of-print 
Inklings hardcover Truths Breathed Through Silver). It 
has several others relating to Middle-earth, and also the 
Tolkien scholar Kristine Larsen on “Books! Best 
Weapons in the World’: How Libraries Save the World in 
Popular Culture”. Looks fun, and doesn’t appear to drift 
off too far into TV and film-land. It even has a somewhat 
affordable Kindle ebook edition at £7.39 ($10). 


+ Somehow I’d completely missed the book The 
Mirror Crack’d: Fear and Horror in J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
Major Works (2008). Not even my Lovecraft blog had 
noted it, at the time. Issued in hardcover only, and 
Amazon UK suggests it’s now well out-of-print and 
unavailable. Among others, Mythlore gave it a review. 
This and other reviews suggest a usefully unique volume 


of patchy quality, though The Irish Journal of Gothic and 
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Horror Studies noted that the essays do “cohere clearly in 
their investigation of Tolkien’s medieval sources”. Also 
useful, I’d suggest, for not spending half the book on the 
movies. 


+ A short but perceptive review of the book Tolkien 
Dogmatics (2022) in March 2023, for the English 
Churchman newspaper... “One of the most interesting 
excurses in the book is on the topic of whether Tolkien 
considered himself to be writing inspired [i.e. ‘by God’] 
literature. Alarming though this proposition may sound, 
the reality of what he actually meant by it is benign.” 


+t A Lewis/Tolkien religious retreat-course in 


America, Poets for the Kingdom: The Sacramental Stories 
of Lewis and Tolkien. Booking now for November 2023. 


+t A call for a forthcoming Tolkien Society Online 
Seminar 2023 on “Tolkien and Religion’, set for the end of 
November 2023. Deadline for papers: 8th September 
2023. It seems to offer a wide scope, within the topic... 


e Underexplored Christian perspectives on the legendarium 

e Reading the legendarium through non-Christian or nonreligious lenses 
e Parallels between the legendarium and other faith traditions 

© Tolkien in conversation with other religious thinkers 

© Religious belief and practice in Middle-earth 

© Critical approaches to faith in Tolkien's fiction 

e Tolkien’s non-Christian religious influences 

e Tolkien's historical religious milieu 

e Reception of spiritual themes in Tolkien's fiction 

e Sub-creation and secondary belief 


+ ‘J.R.R. Tolkien — Person’ at the National Portrait 
Gallery website. Four pictures, at a good size. 
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+ “Tolkien: sua vida, suas obras”. Some details, on 
YouTube, of a June 2023 conference. Held in Brazil. The 
page lists five speakers, but not the topics spoken about. 


+ Rather too late now, but YouTube has a recording of 
Professor Nick Megoran, Newcastle University, on “What’s 


the point of university during a pandemic?” (Summer 


2020)... 


“This talk draws on the wartime writings of C.S. Lewis and 
J.R.R. Tolkien, professors of English Literature, who grappled 
with similar questions during the Second World War.” 


+ Anew study offers a useful reminder to scholars 

that articles by academic historians in leading journals 
have a 24.27% error rate in their use of quotation 
references. And that’s after peer-review and proof reading. 
The new study published in the peer-reviewed 

journal Scientometrics asked if the references actually... 
“substantiate the propositions for which they are cited”. 
Around 25% don’t. That sounds about right to me, from 
my experience. Thus, if planning to rely on an evidential 
quote from such a source (usually time-pressed university 
academics, rather than independent scholars), one should 
always dig back to get the source if that’s possible. Be wary 
of their use of titles, too. For instance, in the academic 
book Horror in Architecture (2013) I recently found 
mention of “the cursed De La Poer family of Lovecraft’s 
The Drowned”, for which the title should of course be “The 
Rats in The Walls”. No-one had picked up this obvious 
error regarding one of the greatest horror tales of the 20th 
century. Tom Shippey often amusingly observes similar 
errors in literary academia. All this is why, in my opinion, 
full footnotes are required (ideally with the full reference 
sans place of publication, which is my own preference). 
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Hiding ‘endnotes’ at the back of the article or chapter, 
which then need to be again tracked down in the 
bibliography, greatly aids such fudging and fakery. 


+ The Imaginative Conservative has a new essay which 


asks “Tolkien’s Traditionalism: Conveniently Forgotten?”. 


+ In Ad Fontes: A Journal of Protestant Letters, and 


freely available online, the long “Tolkien: Naive Storyteller 
or Political Realist?” (November 2022). 


+ Anew article on “How to Replicate J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
Education for Your Child”. ’'d add a ‘daily translation’ 
exercise (Latin, Anglo-Saxon, Middle English etc), which 
was a commonplace in Tolkien’s time. Also lots and lots of 
walking to school. Or the home-schooled equivalent 
(treadmills?). 


+ In Italy, the hill-village of Chianciano Terme rises 
from the hills about 40 miles south of Florence and 60 

miles north of Rome. This place is set to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the death of J.R.R. Tolkien... 


“over three days, from 30th June to 2nd July 2023, offering 
insights from internationally renowned speakers, and multiple 
cultural events in Chianciano, from the Parco Fucoli and Parco 
Acqua Santa to the historic centre. “Chianciano Terra di Mezzo: 
Journey into Tolkien’s genius” was developed by the town with 
the ViviChianciano (‘Living Chianciano’) public-private network 
which is made up of over 50 companies from Chianciano, and 
which obtained the patronage of the national Ministry of 
Culture and the Associazione Italiana Studi Tolkieniani (‘Italian 
Association for Tolkien Studies — Tolkien Society of Italy’).” 


+t  Newon Word on Fire, thoughtful thoughts 


on “Lessons from Tolkien’s “Leaf by Niggle””. Warning: 
plot spoilers. 
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+ New on Archive.org to borrow, a good scan of Essays 
And Studies: Collected For The English Association (1953, 
Vol. 6, New Series). With Tolkien’s “Beorhtnoth” as the 
lead item. 


- Newly on Archive.org, Tree of Tales: Tolkien, 
literature, and theology (Baylor University Press, 2007). 
Including a chapter titled, with admirable optimism for a 
dismal academy, “Tolkien and the Future of Literary 
Studies”. 


+ The excellent $70 desktop back-of-the-book index 
maker PDF Index Generator. Version 3.3 (May 2023) has 
“fixed footnotes, as it was showing footnote number & 
normal page number too!” A useful fix. 


: Details of a forthcoming paper in the paywall 
journal Tolkien Studies, “An Archaeology of Hope and 
Despair in the Tale of Aragorn and Arwen”. Abstract only. 
Uses drafts... “available in the Tolkien Archives at 
Marquette University, only some of which have been 
previously published in The Peoples of Middle-earth, as 
well as one discovery in the Bodleian”. 


+ A PhD thesis for Concordia University in Canada, 


freely online in PDF, Mere Love: The Theology of Need 
and Gift-Love in the Fiction of C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. 


Tolkien (November 2021). 


+t The Digital Tolkien Project has abstracts for three 
upcoming talks. Talks on how an interactive “digital 
reading environment” might help scholars navigate the 12 
volume History of Middle-earth; on “the relationship of 
the Second Age Tale of Years to the text of Lord of the 
Rings, the Silmarillion, and Unfinished Tales“; and on 
“Linguistic Variation in Tolkien’s Writing Styles”. 
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2 Forthcoming, a look at “Dyeing in Middle-earth”. 
The author blogs that... 


“my talk on ‘Dyeing in Middle-earth’ [has been] accepted for 
online presentation at this year’s Oxonmoot [...] investigating 
textiles and the dyes that create the distinctive colours worn by 
various characters [...] This means that my work on Sir 

Bevis will alternate with the new Tolkien project and one will 
refresh the other”. 


Good to know that that Forest-Hill is continuing to work 
on Bevis, and a look at my new book may interest her in 
that regard. In Chapter 3 my book has about 12,000 
words on Bevis and Arundel, and makes a number of new 
discoveries. On the interesting matter of dyeing and what 
dyestuffs might imply about Middle-earth, I wondered the 
other day if “we put thought of all that we love into all that 
we make” implied more that it said, re: the making of 
what Pippin thinks of as “magic” cloaks in Lorien. Could 
there also be a sort of Elvish ‘emotional infusion’ into such 
material things, working in combination with that of the 
physical dyestuffs? 


+ “Medievalism, the Lost Book, and Handicraft in The 
Lord of the Rings“ (2022), a Masters dissertation for 
Laurentian University in Canada. Freely available online. 
Suggests, among other things, that Tolkien’s eventual 
mass-market success helped to keep alive the connection 
in the thinking public’s mind between fine handicrafts 
and the medieval... 


“Clearly the association of handicraft and the Middle Ages 
exists before and beyond The Lord of the Rings, as evidenced 
by the Arts and Crafts movement, but the continued 
popularity of The Lord of the Rings and subsequent 
medievalisms have only heightened the association between 
handicraft and the Middle Ages.” 
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+ Locked down for now, a new study of Alterity in 
Central and Eastern European Illustrations for The Lord 
of the Rings 1981-1993 (2023), for the University of 
Plymouth here in the UK. Has a good abstract and centres 
on... “the comprehensive analysis of five Central and 
Eastern European illustrated translations of The Lord of 
the Rings published between 1981 and 1993”. Difficult to 
tell from the repository’s record-page if it really is a PhD 
thesis, or just a dissertation being called a thesis (in the 
UK “thesis” is in most universities a prestigious word 
reserved only for PhDs, whereas in America it is freely 
applied to undergraduate and Masters dissertations). But 
my guess is it’s probably a PhD. 


+ A possible PhD thesis for the University of 
Aberystwyth in the UK, “Our Elves, Ourselves” (2023). 
The “thesis sets out to contest the still prevalent 
infantilisation and marginalisation of elves and fairies, 
and to conversely prove their lasting relevance for 
understanding our own cultural identities as an eerie 
distorted reflection of humanity’s deepest fears and 
desires.” The PDF file is currently away with the fairies 
and ‘404 not found’, so I can’t determine if it really is a 
PhD thesis. 


E Freely online in PDF, a PhD thesis for the University 
of Georgia in the USA, To Cuivienen There Is No Return: 
English and American Fantasy Literature as a Second 
Hagiography (2023). Considers if the writing of fantasy 
can sometimes be a religious practice, comparable to 
writing the lives of the saints. 


+ On YouTube from this time last year, Xvpm0010 
J.R.R. Tolkien | EAAnvikoc ZVAAoyoc WiUwv ToAkiv. As the 


saying goes “It’s all Greek to me...” though not quite in this 
case. From ‘1 hour and 18 minutes in’ this Greek 
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symposium, held in Athens in May 2022, has an hour in 
English on... 


‘The Hobbits and I: My Travels in Middle-earth’: online talk by 
English author Brian Sibley, award-winning producer of radio 
adaptations of Tolkien’s works for the BBC.” 


+ Anew Google Middle-earth, in the style of Google 
Earth makes me aware of the map-maker’s source in 5k. 
It’s made by gamers and described as “the canonical map 
described by the author”. Though it places a forest between 
Lorien and the Gladden Fields, has the Old Forest be far 
larger, and adds a large island in the Sea of Rhun. Possibly 
it’s meant to be earlier in time than Tolkien’s maps? It’s 
very dark and I’ve here tweaked it up in Photoshop... 


Don’t try to get a height-map from this, for projection into 
3D. That’s been done. 
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+t Anew Inklings Variety Hour interview, “Michael 
Drout: The Liberal Arts and Beowulf’. Starts at 6:40 
minutes. Drout is heard to question the extreme caution 
expressed by Christoper and J.R.R. Tolkien about 
publishing their ideas on Beowulf (most of which are now 
available and largely shown to be valid and/or correct). 
But I guess one has to factor in not only the extreme 
fractiousness of the field, but also the fact that Tolkien had 
by then become a key target in the sights of the far-left. 


SF Signum Press has an innovative new patronage 
concept, their $25 a month Author’s Circle. Too complex 
an idea to summarise here, but it appears very worthy. 
More importantly, the recent podcast interview with Drout 
(above) suggests it works well. 


+ You can help fund John Garth’s work on Tolkien. 
He’s using a crowdfunder service that’s new to me, Steady 


HQ. Also, new on John Garth’s site is an article on “The 
mood music of G.B. Smith, T.C.B.S.”. 


+ A newoliphaunt-sized YouTube playlist which 
collects John Garth interviews and talks. 22 hours in total! 


+ Kent State University Press now has a page and a 
date for the forthcoming book Pity, Power, and Tolkien’s 
Ring... “Thomas P. Hillman gets to the heart of the tension 
between pity and the desire for power” in LoTR. The $40 
book is currently due December 2023. 


+ New on Archive.org to borrow, The Ring Goes Ever 
On: Proceedings of the Tolkien 2005 Conference (2008). 
The conference was held in Birmingham in 2005. 
Archive.org only has “Volume One’, although even that is 
a table-trembling 434 pages. Appears to be well out-of- 
print, with only one paper copy on Amazon (used at £85). 
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+ More details are emerging about the forthcoming 
“expanded” book of Tolkien’s letters. Turns out it really is 
being expanded with a substantial amount of letters from 
Tolkien, and not just three or four. To be... “revised and 
expanded, with ~150 new letters and additional material 
restored to existing letters”. 


Further details are found in 
new article from The 
Bookseller which reveals 
that the original Letters... 


|“... was not the book envisaged 
by Humphrey and Christopher 
[Tolkien]. At the publisher’s 
request, they were required to 
reduce the original selection to 
what was then deemed a 
publishable extent. By going 
back to the editors’ original 
typescripts and notes, it has 
finally been possible for us to 
reinstate the 150 letters they 
excised purely for length — an 
additional 50,000 words — and 
arora isin ted by ecilscad TREY szicsabaghs Tk R publish the book as originally 
with the assistance of CHRISTOPHER TOLKIEN 5 

intended.” 


Which means the new edition will be these letters, and 
presumably any others which have since turned up at 
auction or in the archives. Sounds good. The title of the 
early November book is The Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien: 
Revised and Expanded edition. The £20 hardback is now 
pre-ordering for delivery well before Christmas 2023. 


The Tolkien Guide is also making an online discovery 
tool to aid researchers using the original letters. This new 
online Guide to Tolkien’s Letters is now starting to fill up. 
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+ Some Tolkien letters are coming up for auction on 
22nd June 2023, these being the letters to a Miss F.L. 
Perry and another to a Miss Flint. The Bonhams website 
now has nice scans online. Right-click and ‘Open image in 
new tab’, and then zoom, for the largest size. 


' AP cee é e 


or reer: “a 
jon 

TOLKIEN ON THE TWO TOLKIEN ON THE LORD OF TOLKIEN ON THE EVE OF TOLKIEN ON THE LABOR OF 
TOWERS AND THE THE RINGS. TOLKIEN, J.R.R. PUBLICATION OF 7HE LORD LORD OF THE RINGS. 
FOUNDATION OF THE LORD 1892-1973, OF THE RINGS. TOLKIEN, TOLKIEN, J.R.R. 1892-1973, 
OF THE RINGS. TOLKIEN, Autograph Letter Signed ("J.R.R J,R.R. 1892-1973. Autograph Letter Signed ("U.R.R, 
J.R.R. 1892-1973. Tolkien") to Miss F.L. Perry on the Typed Letter Signed ("J.R.R. Tolkien") Tolkien”) to Miss F.L. Perry describing 
Autograph Letter Signed ("J.R.R reception and writing of The Lord of to Miss F.L. Perry anticipating his own hobbitness and the laborious 
Tolkien") to Miss F.L. Perry expressing the Rings, publication of Lord of the Rings, creation of The Lord of the Rings, 
Ips ears on ence eee US$8,000 - US$12,000 US$6,000 - US$8,000 US$10,000 - US$15,000 


Towers, 


US$8,000 - US$12,000 


t A fine fresh scan of Travellers’ tales: a book of 


marvels (1927), new and free on Archive.org. Previously 
only available as one of the abysmal Digital Library of 
India scans. An accessible English collection of the 
material Tolkien would have known, though some of it 
perhaps only by reputation, by circa 1930. 


+ — The latest Inklings Variety Hour podcast interviews 
Verlyn Flieger at length. 
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+ At the University of Leiden, a course titled The 
Medieval in Middle-Earth: J.R.R. Tolkien and Old English 
Philology, running 2023-2024. Unusual for focusing on 
one man’s academic work, and in Philology too. Starting 
September, and seemingly limited to the university’s 
eligible students. Who should book early, I’d guess, as it’ll 
probably fill up quickly. 


“Reading Tolkien’s academic work will first of all provide 
students with a better insight into the culture, language and 
literature of early medieval England, as well as the methodology 
of Old English philology. At the same time, it will also 
illuminate their reading of Tolkien’s fantasy fiction.” 


+ Tolkien: Medieval and Modern: Syllabus 2023. I 
wasn’t aware of this online course and see that it has just 


completed classes. The detailed course schedule and 
outline is still online, and it looks like 2023’s final student 
essays are now being posted on the blog. Such 


as “Invocation and Worship: Reverence for Elbereth”. 


+ In Germany the Fantastische Welten in 

Oberlech (‘Fantastic Worlds in Oberlech’) event, in what 
appears to a rather plush hotel in the Oberlech mountains. 
Seems to be in German and annual. Here’s some of the 
blurb, translated... 


From 28th to 31st July 2023, exchange ideas about the creator 
of Middle-earth. In six specialist lectures this year, we will 
examine various questions from a scholarly perspective. Such 
as these: “Can fantasy lead to a deeper awareness of our real 
history?” and “How do voices and silences function in Tolkien’s 
stories?” 


+ A large group exhibition in Georgia, USA, from 1st 
July — 5th August 2023. A 15 artist... “group exhibition of 
artworks inspired by J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings”. 
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+ Signum University’s Mythmoot X conference, themed 
as “Homeward Bound”. 22nd-25th June 2023, in Virginia 
USA. $75 for an online ticket, booking now. 


+ In the city of York, at the annual Ridings of Yorkshire 
Society Conference 2023 in June, “a talk by Tolkien & the 
East Riding expert Michael Flowers”. Elsewhere, this is 
clarified as “speaking on Tolkien and the East Riding”. 


$ Apply — Inklings Project... 


“The Inklings Project requests fellowship applications from 
faculty at universities and colleges to encourage the teaching of 
the works of the Inklings, especially C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. 
Tolkien.” 


Deadline: ist July 2023. Note also their useful set of past 
“Inklings-Related Course Syllabi”. 


+ In the local Chicago Reader last week, “Twenty years 


after the movie trilogy’s conclusion, local author reflects on 
working with composer Howard Shore”. This mentions the 
well-reviewed book The Music of the Lord of the Rings 
Films: A Comprehensive Account of Howard Shore’s 


Scores. In my view the music and voice-work was the best 
thing to come out of these movies, and it’s wonderful that 
they’ve since passed so powerfully (if unofficially) into Phil 
Dragash’s full-cast unabridged LoTR audio. 


+ In Spanish, with English abstract, ““The chanting 


becomes loud and clear”: J.R.R. Tolkien’s poetry, Anglo- 


Saxon epics and medieval liturgy on those who have fallen 
in battle” (2023). In open access. 


+ In The Stanford Review, “Decline Without Fall: 
Tolkien and the Long Defeat”. 
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‘t A PhD thesis for Oxford Brookes University, Making 


Worlds Collide: Using Tolkien’s Fantasy Literature to 


Create a New Leadership Development 
Framework (2020). Includes sections on “The 


Biographical Context of Tolkien’s Leadership Writing”, 
and “Tolkien’s Possible Implicit Leadership Beliefs”. 
Freely available online. 


+ The new blog post “Introduction to Tolkien’s 
Metaphysics” has thoughts on the book The Flame 
Imperishable: Tolkien, St. Thomas, and the Metaphysics 
of Faerie. 


+ The Legendarium Podcast hits #400 
(congratulations). The May 2023 episode is a new 50- 
minute interview with the author of the book Tolkien 
Dogmatics (2022), discussing “J.R.R. Tolkien’s 


Theology”. 


+ Coming in August 2023, the new book Theology, 
Fantasy, and the Imagination. An edited collection, for 
which Amazon UK doesn’t yet have the TOCs. But I 
tracked them down and the book has only one Tolkien 
chapter, titled “Between Tolkien and the Philosophers: 
Greek and Scholastic Theories of Phantasia”. 


+ In the latest edition of the UK magazine The 
Critic, “A Theology of Parties”. As we head into the 
healing-and-forgetting phase of the post-pandemic era, 
the author suggests C.S. Lewis and Tolkien as exemplars 
of the sort of fun-with-fellowship reunion parties we 
might be planning. This being the... “J.R.R. Tolkien who 
purportedly went to a New Year’s Party in the 1930s 
dressed as a polar bear.” 
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+ The John Garth public lecture, as the annual 
Tolkien lecture at The University of Birmingham, is now 
online on YouTube as “The Houses of Healing: Tolkien, 
Fantasy, and the Road to Recovery” (May 2023). A very 
timely choice of topic, as the pandemic formally ceases 
but the wider healing is just beginning. 


+ New and free in Hektoen: Journal of the Medical 
Humanities, “The Medical Inkling: R.E. Havard, C.S. 
Lewis, and J.R.R. Tolkien”. On Tolkien’s doctor, who was 
also an Inkling.... 


“Lewis quickly introduced Havard to Tolkien, who also 
became one of Havard’s closest friends — and patients. In 
praising his medical acumen, Tolkien contrasted Havard with 
physicians who were “mere ‘doctors’ [and] tinkerers with 


9999 


machinery”. 


+ David Bratman takes a look at the remarkable 
family history of R. W. Reynolds. Reynolds was one of 
Tolkien’s most influential school teachers in the city of 
Birmingham (“Mr. R. W. Reynolds, King Edward’s 
School, Birmingham”), and someone whose opinion on 
literary matters Tolkien continued to value more than a 
decade later. It was for Reynolds that Tolkien wrote the 
‘Sketch of the Mythology’ (1926-30). 


+t New on Archive.org, the volume of Christopher 
Isherwood’s diaries for the 1960s... 


[May 1967] “Wystan [Auden] was wearing a sweater with the 
word GIMLI on it. [... He] remarked that the book on Tolkien 
which he has been writing has been held up, or maybe 
abandoned, because Tolkien didn’t like having the sources of 
some of his material revealed.” 


The editor’s footnote suggests Auden later destroyed the 


2023 TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 35 


entire text, after objections by Tolkien. Auden had 
apparently also been rather catty about the humdrum 
appearance of Tolkien’s house, which didn’t help matters. 


+ “J.R.R. Tolkien and Imre Makovecz: Those Who 
Wage War Against the Death of God”. A new article in 
English, comparing Tolkien and an architect well-known 
in Hungary... “Both figures knew that they could not 
resurrect the dead, or bring the long-lost past back to life, 
but they could reimagine it in a way particular to them 
and the unique talents they possessed”. 


+ Open access in the latest ANQ: A Quarterly Journal 
of Short Articles, Notes and Reviews, a short note on “The 
Relevance of Rivendell’s Growing Cultural Value from The 
Hobbit to The Lord of the Rings”. Meaning the way it 
grows in importance as a pivot in the grander tale. Don’t 
overlook the additional comments in the Notes. 
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f= + The Midlands town 
of Evesham remembers 
the Tolkien family 
(Tolkien’s brother lived 
and farmed locally) as part 
of the ongoing restoration 
of two 19th century High 
Street shops which had 
been allowed to fall into 
decay. 


+  Atwo-hour stage 
version of The Hobbit, at 
the Oxford Playhouse at 
the end of June 2023. It seems to be a local youth 
production, judging by the rehearsal pictures. 


+ In Spanish, Viston ambiental del hogar en la obra 
Britanica La Comunidad del Anillo de J.R.R. 

Tolkien (2023, short trans. ‘Visions of a natural home 

in The Fellowship of the Ring‘). This suggests that The 
Shire as depicted in Fellowship offers a... “concept of 
home, in which ... nature is not placed in a separate and 
artificial space, but on the same level as the protagonists 
of the stories.” 


+ In the latest VI: Journal of the Marion E. Wade 


Center (June 2022)... 


— Tolkien as Allegory: A Study in “Smith of Wooton 
Major” ($) 


— Tolkien, and the Power of Allusion in “Leaf by Niggle” ($) 
— Review of Tolkien & The Classical World (open access) 


— Review of Law, Government, and Society in J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s Works (open access) 
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| + A new Visual Collecting 
Guide page for “non-Tolkien 


Books with Tolkien Content”. 

| The most impressive cover is 

the Winter’s Tales for Children 

1 (1965), the start of a four- 

1 book series, to which Tolkien 
| kindly contributed the 

” previously unpublished “The 
Dragon’s Visit”. Not on 

fees Archive.org. Also, a new long 

mee) podcast interview with... “the 

! man behind The Tolkien 

=| Collector’s Guide*. 


=) EDITED 
AROLI 


+ New to me, Not The Fellowship: Dragons 

Welcome! (2022), a Luna Press book intended... “to 
foreground Middle-earth characters, across ages and races, 
who may not be as familiar as the Fellowship.” Includes, 
among others, essays on “The Last Prince of Cardolan: 
memory and mediation in the mortuary archaeology of 
Middle-earth” and “The Gaffer: between cabbages and 
potatoes”. 


= Feeling peckish after reading some heavy Tolkien 
scholarship? Both of these are in open access, “‘What’s 
Taters, Precious?’: Food in Tolkien’s The Lord of the 


Rings“ (2010) and “Simple Pleasures in Tolkien’s Poetry: 
Eating and Drinking and the Depth of Things” (2011). 


The latter crunchable PDF can be had without an 
Academia.edu sign-up, by searching for the start of the 
title in Google Scholar. Academia.edu has a special 
arrangement with Scholar, to give direct PDF access from 
its search results. 
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& Publications of the annual FantaelX event in Spain. 
Including four free annual volumes of scholarly work on 
the fantastic, in PDF and in English. A keynote at the 2022 
event was “Vampires and Werewolves in Middle-earth” 
which is not online and has no abstract, but one can be 
found elsewhere. In the changing landscape of Middle- 
earth the reader’s journey sometimes encounters... 


“a liminal space within the text, blur[ring] the boundaries 
between the natural and the supernatural, inviting the reader 
to confront the uncanny in an otherwise familiar-seeming 
subcreation. This includes those icons of the horror/fantasy 
genre and popular culture: werewolves and vampires.” 


+ Fountains play a very subtle part in LoTR. Such as 
the contrasts that the attentive reader can find between 
those in Lorien, the overgrown ones in Ithilien (“land of 
many fountains”), and the top-most Court of the Fountain 
in Minas Tirith. One interesting point I hadn’t known — 
re: ‘the science of LoTR’ — is that in operation fountains 
are too fast for shadows. 


+ Upstream Podcast — “J.R.R. Tolkien the 
theologian?” (April 2023) in which... “Dr. Austin Freeman 


discusses his book, Tolkien Dogmatics: Theology through 
Mythology with the Maker of Middle-earth”. Also a 

later Upstream Podcast — Further Upstream reflection on 
that interview. The .MP3 download at Listen Notes is 
found under the “More...” button. 


+ New of a new forthcoming book in Portuguese, titled 
J.R.R. Tolkien: Construtor de Mundos (2023). 
Apparently... “a first approach to certain figures and 
spaces” in the Legendarium, previous un-discussed in 
Portuguese. 
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+ J.R.R. Tolkien’s “On Fairy-Stories” (unabridged), as 
an audiobook reading of over two hours, from Catholic 
Culture Audiobooks. Currently free on YouTube, with a 
date of March 2023. Hat-tip for the news to Bruce 
Charlton who comments... 


“The superb performance is by [American] voice-actor James W. 
Majewski; who really seems to understand what he is reading, so 
that it is expounded with great clarity.” 


+ A four-day event in Portugal, now gone. “The road 
goes ever on and on”: Commemorating J.R.R. Tolkien 
(1892-1973) had keynote speeches, round tables, lectures, 
a book launch, singing and more. Including Thomas 
Honegger on “Beautiful and sublime — and never mind 
the pointed ears. Visualising the Elves throughout the 
centuries”. Other talks include: “About Ships, Pirates, and 
Distant Shores: Tolkien’s maritime world”; “Tolkien’s 
Anarcho-Monarchism’; “Tolkien’s Use of Magic” and 
more. Note there was a streaming version on Zoom, and 
some may also be on YouTube by the time you read this. 


+ New on YouTube, “Charles Coulombe on Kingship 
and Tolkien”... 


“Charles Coulombe, the American Catholic author and 
historian, on the topic of kingship, as well as J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
own interpretation of the topic.” 


+ Now on Google Books with a very extensive 
selection of free pages, Myth, Magic, and Power in 
Tolkien’s Middle-Earth: Developing a Model for 


Understanding Power and Leadership. Otherwise the 
book is still forthcoming, to be published in mid July 


IQ2%, 
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f ‘Sur les traces 
SUR LES TRACES de Tolkien et de 


DE TOLKIEN limaginaire 


| ET DE L'IMAGINAIRE Rodina 
MEDIEVAL Tune toresth 
PEINTURES ETDESSINS Se 


s January 2024.A 
large exhibition 
with... “over 250 
drawings and 
paintings by John 
Howe” plus armour 
and medieval 
items. Not Paris, as 
had previously 
been mooted... 
rather it’s near 
Brest in Brittany, 
in northern France. 


+ A new Masters dissertation for Tennessee 
Technological University, “J.R.R. Tolkien Depicts 
Camaraderie and Combat Trauma in The Hobbit and The 
Lord of the Rings“ (2023). The author... “highlights the 
specific trauma of Tolkien’s characters and how they 
connect to the trauma combat veterans face in modern 
warfare [with] insight into camaraderie [and its role in 
war and on returning home]”. Abstract and Introduction 
only, free online. 


+ A May 2023 YouTube interview with Peter 
Grybauskas about The Battle of Maldon by J.R.R. Tolkien. 
Starts at 3:23. 


+ The March University Bookman had a scholarly and 
critical review of the new book The Fall of Numenor. 
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+ Anew free public-domain book in Spanish from the 


University of Salamanca, Authors In Search Of The 


Author: Literary Studies on Transcendent 
Identities (2023). Has the long essay “Desde y hacia el 


Logos: sacramentalismo y via pulchritudinis en Coleridge, 
Newman y Tolkien” (‘From and to the Logos: 
sacramentalism and via pulchritudinis in Coleridge, 
[Cardinal] Newman and Tolkien’). Can be freely 
translated and/or summarised in English, due to the 
permissive licence. 


+ In The Imaginative Conservative, “Faith & Fantasy: 


Chesterton, Tolkien, Lewis, Rowling & Other Tellers of 
Tall Tales”. 


+ May 2023's Essential C.S. Lewis round-up brings 
news that Sehnsucht: The C.S. Lewis Journal is now open 
access and has a new university repository URL. This long 
running scholarly journal has a some small chests of 
Tolkien content, as you might expect, mostly to be found 
in the reviews. Here’s my pick of some of the Tolkien 
material... 


— The Lore of Wood and Stone: Magic in the Chronicles of 
Narnia and The Lord of the Rings (article) 


— Review of Middle-earth and the Return of the Common Good 


— Review of High Towers and Strong Places: A Political History 


of Middle 


— Review of An Encouraging Thought: The Christian Worldview 
in the Writings of J.R.R. Tolkien 


+ Aregrettable copyright response. Though such 
things seem somewhat moot, in a world newly inhabited 


by magic art-elves (see back cover). 
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+ A review of the book The Art of New Creation: 
Trajectories in Theology and the Arts (2022). One of the 
chapters is on place-making and “creation and new 
creation in the work of Tolkien”, while another discusses 
the role of imaginative power in Tolkien’s sub-creation. 


+ Newly for 
sale, “Two Pieces of 


Correspondence 
Concerning the 


Dating of the 14th 
C. Poem, ‘Sir 


Gawain and the 
Green Knight”, 
with Tolkien’s 
initial reply and the 
armour terms 

in Gawain placed 
along a timeline. 
By that measure 
“composition” 
should have been 
between 1364 and 
1410, according to 
armour specialists 
of the 1960s (the 
letter was 1971). 
My own preferred date for the composition is 1377. 


+ A Creative Writing Summer School at Exeter 
College, Oxford. Very costly, and one wonders what sort 


of writer can possibly afford it... but it seems popular. 
May be fully booked by the time you read this. Runs 23rd 
July — 12th August 2023. 
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+ Two of the large 
Tolkien tapestries are 
| to go on display 

‘| again, as part of a 

4 large exhibition in 


EXPOSITION (MEANS) | Soreze. This is in the 
AN) » south of France, in 
Atboreale ture Don tien ee ald f\ | &y the hills some way 


back from the coast, 
and runs from May to 
> October 2023... 


05 63 50 86 38 
www.cite-de-soreze.com 


“The intention is to 

“=< compare styles and show 
how, from one century to 

: another, a fantastic 

universe is organised 

* visually, becoming 

capable of arousing the 

imagination through the 

combination of text and 

| printed image.” 


+ Also from France, news of a new book Un chemin 
inattendu: La somme sur Tolkien: Le seigneur des 
anneaux (June 2023) by Diego Blanco Albarova. A... 


“Catholic ‘application’ of the parable of The Lord of the Rings, 
with an introduction by Bishop Jose Ignacio Munilla, Bishop 
of San Sebastian” 


The title might translate, for sense in English, as 
something like An Unexpected Path through Tolkien and 
The Lord of the Rings. Seems to be a French translation of 
a well-reviewed Spanish religious best-seller of 2016, 
which even has a 2018 audiobook. No English edition, so 
far as I can tell. 
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+ A Masters dissertation for Leiden University “J.R.R. 


Tolkien and the Modern Philosophies of Death and 
Immortality” (2022). Freely available online. 


+ There is now a dedicated website for the Jake 
Whitehouse collection of First World War photographs and 
postcards relating to mid Staffordshire in the West 
Midlands. The tight focus of the collection is the area around 
the military camps on Cannock Chase, the camps 
themselves, and places that the soldiers and officers might 
have visited — such as Rugeley, Alton and Stafford. There 
are about a dozen pictures of the villages at Little Haywood 
and Great Haywood plus a couple of Shugborough, but 
Tolkien scholars will be most interested in the wealth of 
wartime camp pictures. 


+ Lord of the Rings Stamps for Postage — 10 x Royal 


Mail ist Class (2004). I’m faintly amazed to see these still 
available at summer 2023, on Amazon UK and at non- 
collector prices. £15 for ten, at present, not much more than 
it might cost to buy 10 x regular 1st’s these days. The 
Christmas and themed picture-stamps are said to be still 
valid, while the plain ones are defunct unless they have one 
of those regrettable ‘bar-code’ strips on the side. 
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+ Tree & Star: Tolkien and the Quest for Earendel, my 
book of 200,000 words of deep scholarship on the young 
Tolkien and the mysterious Anglo-Saxon word earendel, 
from which sprang his Legendarium. Available now as an 
caeek, via Gumroad. 


Si 


TREE- 
& STAR 


TOLKIEN ‘Winreres 
AND HEOUEST Enea a. 
FOR EARENDEL j 7 


Get this book for just $12 with coupon-code draughtofentwash 
which is available to the first four readers who spot and use the code. 
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OO. 


UNTOLD TALESIN 
MIDDLE-BARTH 


The Cracks of Doom: Untold Tales in Middle-earth (2019). A book of 28,000 
words which identifies and details the ‘Untold Tales’ in Middle-earth, pointing out 
the ‘cracks’ where new fan-fiction might be developed. There is also an expanded 
ebook version. A third edition, now available in 2023, also covers The Hobbit. 


2023 
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G 
COUNTRY 


SiR GAwaon INTHE * 
- MOORLANDS or Nortu Fe 
iy = AN INVE STIGATION. 


f 


Davp Hiben 


Strange Country makes a clear case 
that one of the most famous works of 
English literature, Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight, belongs to North 
Staffordshire. Historically obvious new 
candidates for both the Gawain-poet’s 
patron and Bertilak’s castle are 
suggested, and these are found to fit 
naturally and exactly when compared 
with the poem’s established dates, the 
features of the castle and park, the 
known dialect locations, and the 
patron’s social status and life-story. 


eS \ 


\ 


A wealth of surrounding detail is also 
explored, such as: the history and role 
of the King’s Champion at the royal 
coronation; English contacts with full- 
blooded paganism during the Prussian 
crusades; the two lavish medieval 
courts at Tutbury; and the rich history 
and poetry of the Manifold Valley and 
the Peak. 


This book is illustrated and copiously 
and carefully referenced with footnotes. 
60,000 words. Available now. 


2023 
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GALLERY: HAYWOOD & AROUND 


Above: A magic-lantern slide showing 
the river ford and bridge-end at Great 
Haywood. Photographed from the 
village side, as Tolkien and Edith would 
have known it perhaps a decade later. 
The path goes up and onto the bridge. 
The colourising is on the original. 
Comparing this to more or less the 
same view as seen in a wider and winter 
form in the book British Isles, depicted 


by pen and camera (1904), and judging 
by comparing the growth of the small 
tree, the date here is perhaps summer 
1904 or 1905. Most likely the latter, and 
possibly even 1906. 


The “Score” label presumably means 
that, in a sequence, its appearance for 
the audience would have been 
accompanied by a music piano score. 
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Above: Great and Little 
Haywood in the middle of the 
English county of Staffordshire, 
in the West Midlands. The 
private Shugborough estate lies 
immediately to the west. The 
thick dotted lines are railways. 
Brocton village is on the far left, 
reached from Haywood by 
walking past the ‘Seven Springs’ 
and the heathland of Haywood 
Warren. Note ‘The Hole’ on the 
way to Milford, and recall the 
opening line of The Hobbit. 


Left: The River Sow, joining the 
River Trent at Shugborough. We 
also see the canal with its ‘swivel 
bridge’ and its ‘towing path’. 
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COPYRIGHT SHUGBOROUGH PARK AND HALL. GREAT HAYWOOD. LILY WHITE , 
L.H. S SOWERBY BRIDGE 


Shugborough Hall seen across the river, its water-meadows and parkland. 


2023 


Tolkien’s notebook-writing in Lost 
Tales dates from this time, and one 
misty landscape described in this 
resembles the riverine ‘two rivers’ 
environment around Shugborough, 
as it would have been during his 
stay in Great Haywood from 9th 
December 1916 — 23rd February 
1017: 
“And yet again have I seen the people 
of Tavrobel beneath the Moon, and 
they would ride or dance across the 
valley of the two rivers where the 
grey bridge leaps the joining waters; 
and they would fare swiftly as clad in 
dreams, spangled with gems like to 
the grey dews amid the grass, and 
their white robes caught the long 
radiance of the Moon... and their 
spears shivered with silver 
flames.” (Lost Tales 2) 


Tolkien was even then enough of a 
scholar to know that ‘shivering’ 
one’s spear or lance was a 
traditional sign of warning and 
challenge, made by a mounted 
guard to strangers. Thus there is 
just a slight hint that he and Edith 
had been ‘noticed’ by the passing 
host. 


Tolkien’s notebook also imagined a 
“House of the Hundred Chimneys, 
which stands nigh the Bridge of 
Tavrobel” (Lost Tales 1), with the 
bridge assumed to be inspired by 
the real Essex Bridge (aka 
Shugborough Bridge). Yet as we 
can see here, there is no exterior 
visual indication of many chimneys 
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pots or stacks on Shugborough. 
Still less a “hundred”. 


Perhaps the name “Hundred 
Chimneys” was based on oral 
village folk-lore (Tolkien scholars 
have since discovered that this 
grand house actually has about 80 
chimneys) gathered from the local 
housemaids who tended the 
fireplaces— rather than from visual 
observation from the river-side or 
bridge. 


After perusing a vintage map, I 
presume that the cameraman 
reached the spot seen on the 
second postcard by using a rowing- 
boat or punt. This might even 
suggest how Tolkien and Edith 
once saw it, although the first 
postard and another picture 
(“Shugborough Hall and Bridge”, 
from The British Isles, depicted by 
pen and camera, 1904, 6 vols.) 
shows that in winter it was just 
about visible from the Essex Bridge 
(aka Shugborough Bridge) 
approach and ramp. 


Tolkien and Edith were married in 
Warwick in March 1916, but they 
also had a special nuptial blessing 
in the church of St. John the 
Baptist at Great Haywood. 


There has been a Great Haywood 
and Shugborough Conservation 
Area in force since 1969, and the 
character and coherence of the 
area has been protected. It is still 
well worth visiting today. 
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The Ford at Shugborough, 1920s: “The way from Shugborough to Tixall did not lie, as 
it does today, across Milford Common but over the Sow at Hollyford below the site of 
the Dark Lantern where the abutments and pier of an 18th-century bridge, which 
replaced the ford, can be seen...”. The site is upstream from the Essex Bridge at Great 
Haywood. One recalls the various fords in Middle-earth, and Tharbad. 


E-CHASE, LITTLE 
ee 


ial nt 2 


‘The Seven Springs’ , faintly titled as “Little Haywood” — possibly 1910s. 
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‘The Seven Springs’ at Little Haywood were located close by the lane going from 
Great and Little Haywood to Brocton. They are seen here in two views from 1923, 
showing the wider context with part of Cannock Chase (Haywood Warren’) above, 


and as one of the spring-fed pools in detail. Five walking paths converged on the 
Seven Springs, as can be seen on the map at the start of this gallery. 


‘The Seven Springs’ — possibly 1930s. 
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WISHING STONE, PYE GREEN, HEDNESFORD 


The “wishing stone”, just over two miles south of Brocton. On the former Birmingham 
to Stafford packhorse route, close to an earthwork known as “St. Chad’s Ditch” of 
unknown age and origin. In Edwardian times it sat at the boundary of a dark forest. 


_SHE yn 4 ) AES RD. ee s a 
Stream in Sherbook Valley, near Haywood. A local beauty spot. Circa 1910s. 
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es 3 4 ae at 
Men and two beat digldres ona ical ae of Cannock Chase, most ey 
near Brocton and during wartime — since there are two men wearing Army 
uniform. We see the typical sandy terrain of the Chase, with gorse, bilberry, fir. 
In the far distance, we see “the road goes ever on”. 


Sunde 
EGAG 
MODEL: N 


ttle Haywood, StaFre RD. 


The Lamb & Flag, at Little Haywood. Circa 1910s. 
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“The Staffordshire Knot Inn” at Great Haywood, and its folk, as seen in the 1910s. 
One can almost glimpse Gaffer Gamgee, Lobelia, and Butterbur the innkeeper. The 
location is confirmed by a trade directory of the period, “Edwin Potts” being the 
worthy innkeeper— this name can also be seen over the door. 
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te 


The rope ‘Knot’ — seen above the door — is the traditional emblem of the county of 
Staffordshire, and perhaps symbolises the three parts of this long county — north, mid 
and south. One recalls Sam in The Lord of the Rings, and his interest in rope and 
knots — and his family background in rope making. 
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wee! 


Tolkien and Edith were married in Warwick in March 1916, but they also had a 
special nuptial blessing at St. John the Baptist church at Great Haywood. Here 
we see postcards from the period. Edith used to josh that she and J.R.R. were 
‘living in sin’ in the period between the marriage and the delayed Nuptial 
Mass. A ‘Nuptial Mass’ is a Holy Mass for the new bride and groom, and it is 
said to be a very long ceremony — taking anywhere between 45 minutes and 
an hour. So far as I can tell it appears to religiously ‘confirm’ the marriage? 


2023 
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TOLKIEN & IRELAND 


AN “EVIL? LANDSCAPE? 


id Tolkien think that 
Ireland was an “evil” 
place, a sentiment 
relayed to posterity by 
George Sayer’s reminiscence of 
1979? Let us carefully consider 
the evidence. Firstly, when and 
where did he know Ireland? 
The Chronology has it that... 


1949-59: He became an 
external examiner in Ireland, 
moderating samples of 
coursework and academic 
awards. He went to Ireland to... 


“examine the colleges of the National 
University of Ireland”. [...] “In years 
in which he is External Examiner, i.e. 
1949-51, 1954, 71956, and 1958-9, 
Tolkien will make two journeys to 
Ireland each year, usually in late June 
or July, and in late September to 
early October, and while there visits 
University Colleges in Dublin, Cork, 
and Galway, and Saint Patrick's 
College, Maynooth.” 


1951: He visited Ireland as a 
tourist on the ‘ferry train’ from 
Wolverhampton which hugged 
the North Wales coast (he might 
have recalled Gawain’s winter 
journey), then met the ferry at 
Holyhead. Then he went down 


to University College, Cork for a 
few days followed by a long rural 
holiday. In Kerry, he painted 
and drew at the isolated... 
“Castle Cove, a remote village in the 
west part of Kerry on the north bank 


of the Kenmare River, near the point 
where it flows into the Atlantic.” 


He attended the local church. 
Perhaps the remote coast also 
allowed him to muse on Saint 
Brendan’s voyages on the wild 
Atlantic. The notes for his poem 
“The Song of Aelfwine” also 
have... “Some say that his ship 
was wrecked upon the west 
shores of Erin” [Ireland]. 


1954: He takes an honorary 
degree from Dublin. 


“Tolkien attends the centenary 
celebrations of the National 
University of Ireland in Dublin”. 


1965: He flies to Ireland with 
his son, his first time in the air. 


“7 days in Ireland largely spent in the 
extreme west. But the country is 
much more expensive to ‘tour’ than it 
was, and something of its curious 
shabby, happy-go-lucky, tumbledown 
charm has gone." (Tolkien senior, 
said in a letter). 


2023 


It’s thus fair to say that Tolkien 
knew Ireland quite well, though 
not Northern Ireland. Certainly 
he knew Cork and Dublin, and 
well enough to make an 
evaluation of the 1950s rural 
landscape — mostly in “Galway, 
Clare and Cork” and on the 
Kerry coast. Apparently there 
were walks on the bleak sheep- 
ravaged landscape of the Burren. 
Though he never knew Ireland in 
a wet and muddy spring or a 
bitter winter, and at worst only 
in an early October gale. His 
phrase “tumbledown charm” 
suggests he liked at least some of 
its human and material fabric. In 
1971 he even recalled... “I am 
always happy when I am in 
Eire”, which again suggests a 
certain liking for the people and 
landscape, if only via the fond 
reminiscence of very old age. All 
this tells against George Sayer’s 
“evil” reminiscence. 


What then of this apparent “evil” 
reminiscence in 1979, recalled 
some 20 years after Tolkien had 
last been in Ireland? Well, in one 
other instance I’ve had one cause 
to think Sayer’s recall might be 
unreliable (as to exact wording). 
This being in regard to the very 
geologically ill-fitting “White 
Mountains = the Malvern Hills’ 
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notion. I’m fairly sure that what 
Tolkien actually said would have 
been ‘Weather Hills’, which 
would fit far better with the 
terrain and also his distant view 
he recalled having of the 
Malverns from his brother’s 
farm at Evesham. Recall here 
that Tolkien was a ‘mumbler’ in 
speech and a ‘jumper’ in his 
spoken thought, and as such it 
was often very difficult to both 
catch and ‘catch on’ to what he 
was saying. 


But can more be found from the 
Sayer quote itself? Interestingly, 
for such an important seminar 
meeting that was apparently 
tape-recorded, the “evil” 
transcript is said to cover a mere 
two pages in print (Minas Tirith 
Evening-Star 9, No. 2, January 
1980, on pages 16-17). This issue 
is not online so far as I can find, 
and I’ve not seen it, so it can’t be 
checked directly. Regrettably 
Tolkien doesn’t yet have the 
equivalent of Lovecraft’s Ave 
atque Vale, a book in which all of 
the reliable reminiscences are 
collected.” But Sayer’s quote 
itself can be found in full, albeit 
without any lead-in: 
* The closest book appears to be J.R.R. 
Tolkien: Interviews, Reminiscences, And 


Other Essays. But I’m uncertain if it was 
published. It seems completely unavailable. 
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“Professor Sayer: I’ve gone for one or 
two walks with Tolkien, and he did 
talk to me about natural scenes he 
visited. One of the things I noticed, 
which surprised me from the start, 
was the way in which he regarded 
certain natural scenes as evil. This 
came up most strongly after he’d been 
examining [for Irish universities]. He 
described Ireland as a country 
naturally evil. He said he could feel 
evil coming from the earth, from the 
peat bogs, from the clumps of trees, 
even from the cliffs, and this evil was 
only held in check by the great 
devotion of the southern Irish to their 
religion. This was a very strange view, 
and was not one I could even have 
guessed.” (Minas Tirith Evening- 
Star 9, No. 2, January 1980). 


One thing that occurred to me 
here was that Tolkien might have 
been repeating the opinions of 
C.S. Lewis’s military brother, 
and that Sayer either mis-heard 
or later mis-remembered this. 
The brother’s diary entry is... 


“There is something wrong with this 
country — some sullen brooding 
presence over it, a vague sense of 
something mean and cruel and 
sinister: I have felt the same feeling in 
the hills behind Sierra Leone, and 
once in 1919 at Doagh in Co. Antrim. 
A beastly feeling. On the merely 
physical side, it was most depressing 
country. I have never seen any place 
so enclosed before: wherever you go, 
the grey road is flanked by old stone 
walls, and banks on the top of which 
grow thick hedges, the whole 
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overhung by heavy motionless foliage 
on old trees and lidded with a grey 
brown sky. After a time the longing 
for any sort of escape from these 
everlasting tunnels became acute, and 
one almost fancied it to be 
accompanied by a sensation of 
choking from trying to breathe air 
from which the oxygen was 
exhausted. The natives were as 
depressing as their landscape: during 
the whole morning I did not see 
anyone of any age or either sex who 
was not definitely ugly: even the 
children look more like goblins than 
earthborns [...] I wonder can it be 
possible that a country which has an 
eight hundred year record of cruelty 
and misery has the power of 
emanating a nervous disquiet? 
Certainly I felt something of the sort, 
and would much dislike to see this 
place again.” 


— from Brothers and Friends: The 
Diaries of Major Warren Hamilton 
Lewis, 1982, pages 111-112. (Thanks 
to ‘Wurmbrand’ for the quotation). 


Thus, a possible confusion 
between Lewis’s brother and 
Tolkien. 


Can other evidence be found? 
Well... There’s Tolkien’s 
apparent dislike for things 
“Celtic” which is also well 
known. However, even that 
requires equally careful 
extrication from past parroting 
and past hand-wringing about 
nationalism. There is an 
excellent book on Tolkien and 
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Wales which does part of the job 
of making the interest in and 
definitions of ‘Celtic’ clear. From 
what I can tell Tolkien was 
mostly referring to old Irish 
tales that were pretty but 
“garbled” (and in the case of the 
Welsh material, I would add, 
sometimes faked and/or fudged) 
and thus full of what he called 
“unreason”. By which he meant 
they don’t hang together, but are 
today rather “like a broken 
stained glass window 
reassembled without design” (as 
he said in 1937). He was later 
sniffy about the “mixed 

up” Narnia books, for the same 
reason. This comment on 
“Celtic” then refers not to the 
landscape and people, but to the 
folk and fairy tales. 


He also had opinions on the 
Irish language, which seem to 
touch on the landscape... 


“T first set foot in ‘Eire’ [i.e. southern 
Ireland] in 1949 after The Lord of the 
Rings was finished, and find both 
Gaelic and the air of Ireland wholly 
alien — though the latter (not the 
language) is attractive.” (said June 
1955). 
By “air” he might of course be 
taken to mean the summer 
breezes and the fresh Atlantic 
winds of the remote west coast. 
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But my feeling is that he uses 
“air” in the sense of an ‘ineffable 
quality in which a sense-of-place 
can seem to cohere, and can 
often be felt by the sensitive and 
observant’. So evidently he finds 
Ireland’s “air” “attractive” if 
“wholly alien” to an Englishman 
— and again this rather tells 
against Sayer’s supposed “evil” 
quote. We might also consider 
that due to ongoing mass 
immigration we have been 
trained by leftists to suspect the 
word “alien” in the mouth of any 
conservative, and to consider it a 
hate-word. But if one looks at 
the end of his “On Fairy-tales” 
this suggests he had a more 
benign useage — simply 
meaning ‘belonging to others’. 


In 1958 he does say plainly ... 
“the Irish language I find wholly 
unattractive”. But there it was 
the structure of Gaelic he found 
most displeasing. I know little of 
this technical aspects of his 
thought but I suspect this was 
most likely a philological as well 
as an aesthetic judgement, partly 
relating to medieval Old Irish. 
He was not any kind of stern 
‘rap a child over the knuckles for 
speaking Irish’ man, of the sort 
that still really existed in the 
schools of the 1950s. @ 
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VERY DISTURBING 


TOLKIEN’S UN-NAMED CREATURES 


ome of the most 
tantalising elements of 
The Lord of the Rings 
are creatures either 
unseen or un-named, yet 
apparently present in or under 
the landscape. All remain 
puzzling, frightening or likely to 
be hostile, and also remain 
either unseen or unexplained at 
the end of the book. This sub- 
category of monster appears 
early, when we learn that... 
there were murmured hints of 


creatures more terrible than all these, 
but they had no name. 


But LoTR begins with what 
appears to be a more benign 
report at the Green Dragon of 
“these Tree-men, these giants”. 
Seen walking in the far north in 
the Shire, and a sighting known 
to Sam only through a 
conversation with his eye- 
witness cousin Hal. This strange 
creature, or perhaps more than 
one, is evidently a new thing to 
the hobbits. Being unknown in 
the Shire’s apparently well-worn 
and familiar... 


old bogey-stories Fatty’s nurses used 
to tell him, about goblins and wolves 
and things of that sort. 


Also unnamed are the “queer” 
creatures of the Old Forest, the 
sinister and feared place on the 
border of the Shire... 


[there are] ‘various queer things 
living deep in the Forest, and on the 
far side’ said Merry, ‘or at least I have 
heard so; but I have never seen any 
of them’. 


A little later Bombadil seems to 
confirm this hazy Brandybuck 
lore, when he tells of... 

the strange creatures of the Forest, 


about the evil things and good things, 
things friendly and things unfriendly 


But still these creatures remain 
vague “things” and are not 
named for the reader. Nor are 
they later seen. 


Early in the book the hobbits 
leave Bree and soon encounter 
maddingly noisy — but always 
un-seen — creatures in the 
Midgewater Marches... 
abominable creatures haunting the 
reeds and tussocks that from the 


sound of them were evil relatives of 
the cricket. 
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Evidently the Shire hobbits in 
the marshy Marish are not 
plagued by these, and thus they 
have no folk-name — until Sam 
invents ‘Neekerbreekers’ for 
them. As with the ‘Tree-men’, 
Sam can indulge in the act of 
simplistic name-making — and 
thus bring the creatures 
somewhat into the realm of 
visual or aural comprehension 
— only because they are unseen 
and un-named. 


In contrast Gandalf encounters 
“dark tunnels” made by far 
more sinister nameless and 
unseen creatures. These he later 
tells something of... 
“Far, far below the deepest delvings 
of the Dwarves, the world is gnawed 
by nameless things. Even Sauron 


knows them not. They are older than 
he.” 


The tentacled ‘Watcher in the 
Water’ is perhaps one of these, 
“driven out” and up into the 
Pool. It is not quite unseen, 
being very partly seen in the 
brief minute of chaotic turmoil 
at the doors of Moria. 


Gollum later speaks of Minas 
Morgul as containing un-named 
things... 

Very dreadful things live there. Orcs, 


yes always Orcs; but worse things, 
worse things live there too. 
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In Ithilien, Faramir is given a 
more humdrum report of the 
sighting at dusk of what might 
have been a slinking ‘black 
squirrel’ (actually Gollum), 
which also serves to conjure the 
idea of the un-named “beasts of 
Mirkwood” for the reader... 


A strange creature also had been 
seen [...] Perhaps under the shadow 
of the Unnamed some of the beasts 
of Mirkwood are wandering hither to 
our woods. They have black squirrels 
there, ’tis said.’ 


When the hobbits and Gandalf 
finally return to Bree, the 
worried innkeeper Butterbur 
confides that dreadful dark 
things with no names have come 
far ‘too close for comfort’... 
“there’s dark shapes in the woods, 
dreadful things that it makes the 
blood run cold to think of. It’s been 


very disturbing, if you understand 
inne.” 


All this is not ‘cosmic’ as it is in 
Tolkien’s contemporary H.P. 
Lovecraft, and yet he is using a 
similar approach. He early 
creates a sub-category of ‘the 
monstrous’ from which he can 
draw things that are all the 
more sinister because they are 
unseen and nameless — and this 
shadowy sub-category slowly 
builds up in the attentive 
reader’s own imagination. @ 
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DOL GULDUR 


ITS LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 


hat can be 

known about 

the landscape 

and fabric of 
Dol Guldur, that high and rocky 
“tower” located in the forest of 
southern Mirkwood? 


Prior to Sauron’s arrival there 
as ‘The Necromancer’, the 
wood around the peak was a 
‘greenwood’. There is no 
indication of a man-made 
fortress there at that time, and 
the “Dominion of Men” had not 
then yet quite come to pass. 
But could the Elves have lived 
there, before Sauron’s shadow 
settled on it? Unfinished Tales 
confirms that this was once so, 
in the time of the “last 
flowering of the Elves east of 
the Sea”. Indeed, they had a 
very significant elvish presence 
on the hill (Dol means hill). 
Tolkien tells us that those elves 
who did not go to the west... 
settled in the woods of the Vale of 
Anduin; and it extended into the 
forests on both sides of 


the Great River, including the region 
where afterwards was Dol Guldur. 


Tolkien’s Unfinished Tales 
hints that King Oropher had his 
elvish capital on the stony 
height, a hill once known as 
Amon Lanc (‘bare hill’). I 
cannot find any firm and 
sourced mention of how Sauron 
later took this place, but it is 
likely he found it abandoned. 


Under the shadow of Sauron in 
the form of the much enfeebled 
‘Necromancer’, Dol Guldur was 
afterwards to become a local 
stronghold of evil. Tolkien’s 
late unfinished text “The Ride 
of Eorl” shows that it was 
known as such just before the 
Battle of the Field of Celebrant. 
In Eorl’s time it gave forth a... 
“dark shadow and cloud that 
flowed out from it”. 


We know there were spiders... 


“All living things were her food, and 
her vomit darkness. Far and wide 
her lesser broods, bastards of the 
miserable mates, her own offspring, 
that she slew, spread from glen to 
glen, from the Ephel Duath to the 
eastern hills, to Dol Guldur and the 
fastnesses of Mirkwood.” 


— from The Two Towers. 
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Yet when these spiders came 
there, one cannot be sure. A 
strong hint that the spiders 
came much later is that the 
warlike Easterlings begin — at 
that same time as Dol Guldur is 
taken by Sauron — to populate 
Southern Mirkwood. Later these 
men are defeated militarily and 
it appears that the power of Dol 
Guldur also then faded for a 
time. We might therefore 
assume some dominion of Dol 
Guldur over the Easterlings — if 
only for the heavy work of the 
(re)construction of Dol Guldur. 
An intermediary warlike people 
called the Balchoth later arrive 
in southern Mirkwood. They 
likely join with relic Easterlings 
and help with more building, 
while they also allow Sauron to 
open routes down to Mordor. 


From all this we can assume 
that the region of southern 
Mirkwood was at that time 
habitable by men, in a rough 
Woodman-like sort of way, and 
that they thrived sufficiently to 
make war and march on others 
and to provide the labour for the 
building of Sauron’s structure. 
This suggests a land of glades, 
small clearing-farms and larger 
pastures around the edges of the 
forest, with rocky outcrops 
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among the trees. Likely also 
many old overgrown quarry pits 
in the nearby woods where 
stone had once been lifted. The 
presence of men also assumes a 
lack of spiders and of lurking 
“creatures” made by Sauron. 


Dol Guldur was possibly a relic 
volcano spike, as Middle-earth 
Science (2021) suggests. This 
might suggest why Mirkwood 
has such abrupt borders. An 
ancient volcano might have left 
a more larch and fir-friendly 
earth in the swathe of land that 
became the Mirkwood. The 
alternative is that the borders of 
this huge forest were long ago 
shaped by the activities of the 
Easterlings and the Balchoth. 


At the time of the Fellowship 
the ecology around this “stony 
height” has been wholly 
changed. The elves of Lorien 
know that the trees there are 
now close-packed black fir. As 
Frodo and Sam are told... 


... Beyond the river the land 
appeared flat and empty, formless 
and vague, until far away it rose 
again like a wall, dark and drear. The 
sun that lay on Lothlorien had no 
power to enlighten the shadow of 
that distant height. 


‘There lies the fastness of Southern 
Mirkwood, said Haldir. ‘It is clad in 
a forest of dark fir, where the trees 
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strive one against another and their 
branches rot and wither. In the 
midst upon a stony height stands Dol 
Guldur, where long the hidden 
Enemy had his dwelling. We fear 
that now it is inhabited again, and 
with power sevenfold. 


— from Fellowship of the Ring. 


There is thus no indication that 
this is a forest of curved and 
entwining boughs like Fangorn. 
Most likely these are dense 
‘plantation firs’, very tall and 
straight and weedy — and 
blocking out all light below. 
These were likely planted by 
Sauron as an especially evil type 
of mothlach — a wide and very 
dense wooded belt that helps to 
protect a stronghold from 
sudden approach. This is then a 
highly artificial landscape and 
ecology, and a dark and 
dominating replacement for one 
that had gone before — back 
when men still dwelled around 
about and Sauron had use for 
them. 


We also know from Haldir that 
the peak is “stony”, and that the 
lands between Lorien and 
southern Mirkwood are 
relatively flat and tree-less. 


But the forest approaches to Dol 
Guldur are evidently densely 
wooded, and it may indeed be 
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described as a “fastness” not 
only because of the rocky hill 
but because of the limited ways 
of access to it. It seems likely 
that there are deceptive false 
trails and that those who do not 
know the proper paths will stray 
— and then fall victim to the 
spiders and other un-named 
“creatures” of Sauron. 


Yet there is a way through, for 
we know that Gandalf “secretly 
and “in disguise” entered it and 
then “explored the ways” of the 
Necromancer inside and under 
Dol Guldur. As he tells the 
Council of Elrond... 
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... many years ago I myself dared to 
pass the doors of the Necromancer in 
Dol Guldur, and secretly explored his 
ways, and found thus that our fears 
were true: he was none other than 
Sauron, our Enemy of old, at length 
taking shape and power again. 


— from Fellowship of the Ring. 


Gandalf’s phrase is ambiguous. 
His “ways” might mean paths 
and corridors, or “ways” 
meaning abilities and craft and 
aims (i.e. Gandalf discovers 
Sauron is seeking the One 
Ring). His ambiguity is likely a 
simple rhetorical device before 
the many ears of the Council — 
he simply does not wish to give 
away too much information. 
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But the former meaning is more 
likely — since we know that 
there are certainly fearsome 
dungeons beneath Dol Guldur. 


Note also that Gandalf said 
“doors” not “gate”. This suggests 
more of a lone wizard’s tower 
than a traditional medieval-style 
block fortress, but one cannot be 
sure. Of course, one recalls from 
The Hobbit the line... 


“T don’t advise you to go anywhere 
near the places overlooked by his 
dark tower!” 


... but perhaps here we have a 
tall walled tower with a large 
subterranean structure beneath? 
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Sauron is eventually “driven out’ 
— partly by the “devices” of 
Saruman — and flees to Mordor. 
But it seems his tower was not 
destroyed as a structure. We 
know this because Sauron later 
successfully sends two of his 
Nazgul to re-occupy it. It thus 
later services and commands 
armies strong enough to launch 
assaults on two fronts — against 
Lorien and against Thranduil’s 
realm in the north. The be- 
fouling presence of large orc 
armies may be possible here, but 
it is far more likely they were 
assembled on the edge of the 
forest rather than inside it. 
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To conclude, we can be sure of 
certain things. It was a rocky hill 
(Dol = ‘hill’) rather than a vast 
mountain. It had at one time 
been an elvish capital, set amidst 
a greenwood. When Sauron took 
it, the wooded region around 
about was for long still habitable 
by many men. He most likely 
built a wizard’s tower, rather 
than found it abandoned, and 
probably used men for the 
quarrying and labour. The stone 
they used for the tower is “dark”, 
or else his black fumaroles then 
made it so. The surrounding 
fortress, if such it was, likely had 
natural rock flanks. After men 
had gone from the region, 
having likely cleared much forest 
in their quarrying and wars with 
others, Sauron either actively 
planted or allowed to grow up a 
very thick forest of black fir. 
Spiders came to dwell in this. 
Later it may have been further 
spoiled by the assembling of 
large armies very nearby. 


The later events of LoTR outline 
something of the final attack on 
Dol Guldur. Galadriel’s power 
brings down its “walls” and 
uncovers its “pits”. Nothing is 
left standing, and the wood is 
later “cleansed” by the 

elves. @ 
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A REAL LOUDWATER? 


ON THE STEEP FORD OF BRUINEN: 


ould there have been a 
steep ford on the real 
river Loudwater? 
Readers will recall the 
pivotal Ford of Bruinen in 
Fellowship, and its steep bank... 


‘What is that other river we can see 
far away there?’ asked Merry. “That is 
Loudwater, the Bruinen of Rivendell, 
answered Strider. 


Later Frodo... 


... felt the quick heave and surge as 
the horse left the river and struggled 
up the stony path. He was climbing 
the steep bank. He was across the 
Ford [of Bruinen, on the Loudwater]. 


But the pursuers were close behind. 
At the top of the bank the horse 
halted and turned about neighing 
fiercely. There were Nine Riders at 
the water's edge below ... 


The Companion has... 


“Loudwater represents the Common 
Speech word for Sindarin Bruinen. It 
is also an old name for the River 
Wye” — (this being the Wye near 
Wycombe). 
I find two old sources which 
suggest a steep climb at a real 
world Loudwater, and on what 
might be a pre-war train route 
from Oxford to London. 


Indeed, there is also clear 
evidence that makes it similar to 
Tolkien’s Loudwater [at the Ford 
of Bruinen] in local topography 
as well as name... 


“Loudwater, [station, the train then] 
climbing steeply to High Wycombe” 
— said of the initial opening of the 
1850s railway line (source: the 
detailed scholarly essay on the “The 
Railway Era In Buckinghamshire”, 
which can be found online via search. 


“The car, driven by Mr. John 
Lancaster, on reaching the top of 
Treadaway Hill — a very steep decline 
to Loudwater Station — proceeded 
headlong down the road in 
consequence of the brake failing”. 
(source: The Motor Car Journal, 
1907). 
Thus we have a very steep — 
even notoriously so — road and 
bank down to the Loudwater, a 
rather similar situation to that in 
LoTR. 


The name can also be found in 
an amusing quip in G.K. 
Chesterton’s posthumous 1937 
autobiography... 
“the shortest bridge in the world is a 
plank over a ditch in the village of 


Loudwater.” — found at the end of 
the chapter ‘The Fantastic Suburb’. 
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The date is right for an influence 
on LoTR, and by that date 
Chesterton was a leading 
Catholic (he converted in 1922). 
He died in 1936 and Tolkien 
would have heard all about his 
autobiography which was 
available for the public in the 
following year. 


Where was this Loudwater? It 
was and still is on the southern 
edge of High Wycombe and 
would have been very accessible 
by a 1930s car from Tolkien’s 
Oxford. It also had a train 
station. Was there an Oxford - 
Loudwater - London train 
service in the 1930s and 40s? 
The maps of the lines suggest a 
train service to both London and 
down to Maidenhead. A memoir 
of childhood confirms a 1950s 
London service... 
“Loudwater railway station, on the 
[High] Wycombe to Bourne End line, 
was popular with local London 
commuters” — from “Memories of 


my Flackwell childhood”, Sally 
Scagell nee Peace born 1950s. 


Could then the railway station 
nameplate be seen from the 
carriage, as one travelled to 
London? Photos placed online 
by railway history buffs suggests 
there was indeed a large clear 
“Loudwater” sign on both the 
station and the signal box. 
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It can further be shown that the 
station existed at the time of the 
writing of LoTR. Even a fast 
‘through’ train would have had 
to have slowed for the junction 
— thus giving passengers a 
possible long look at the 
‘Loudwater’ signboard. 


What of the water? A book 
found the remains of the river 
and its “loud” inflow stream to 
the foot of Treadaway Hill... 


“All that remains now lies behind a 
broken fence and a shroud of 
sycamores at the foot of Treadaway 
Hill: a few bricks in the water and the 
stream itself chattering down the 
steep incline” — Silt Road: The Story 
of a Lost River (2013) (river = The 
Wye). 


The road remains very steep... 


“Treadaway Hill is a very steep hill 
and even with cruise control on it 
[my car] quickly goes over the speed 
limit.” — comment found on a 2020s 
local ‘speed-camera dodging’ online 
forum. 


Thus we have an intriguing 
similarity. Note also the former 
presence of the River Wye... 


“the main route to Wycombe [from 
the backwater of Flackwell] was 
down Treadaway Hill, or one of the 
tiny lanes which ran down the chalk 
hillside into the Wye Valley, and 
then onto the London Road below.” 
— from “Memories of my Flackwell 
childhood”, Sally Scagell nee Peace 
born 1950s. (my emphasis). 
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FILM REVIEW: 


A FILM PORTRAIT (1996) 


Tolkien: A Film Portrait. 1996, 
107 minutes. Directed by Derek Bailey. 
Narrated by Judi Dench. Landseer / 
Visual Corporation. (Also known as 
J.R.R. Tolkien — An Authorized Film 
Portrait or even J.R.R.T. Tolkien — An 
Authorized Film Portrait). 


How to see it: Currently this long 
documentary is available free on 
YouTube, although only in a VHS tape 
transfer and at a measly 480px, and in 
one instance with a watermark. There 
is however a new English-language 
YouTube upload from May 2023, 
which has no such problem but 
remains at 480px. 


It can also be found at Archive.org in 
much better quality. But the bot- 

built .torrent file there was messed up 
and doesn’t include the 8Gb .MP4 file 
to found via the ‘MP4 list’ button — so 
use DownThemAll to get that. ’m not 
causing anyone lost income over this 
link. I checked. Amazon UK has the 
documentary as VHS tape only, 
completely unavailable either new or 
used. eBay also has nothing. Amazon 
USA does have a listing for J.R.R. 
Tolkien — An Authorized Film 
Portrait on DVD in 2003, but I 
suspect that’s a ‘ghost’ listing and 
never issued on DVD. If it had been, 
Tolkien collectors would know about it 
by now as an ultra-rarity. Anyway, if 
the mysterious DVD ever existed then 
that too is unavailable via Amazon or 
eBay. 


A Japanese DVD did once exist, with 
subtitled interviews (but over-dubbed 
narration). Perhaps not official, but 
who knows now? It’s unknown if the 
picture quality on this is better than 
than on the VHS tape. 


It was partly shown on U.S. TV in 1993 
with deep cuts to accomodate all the 
adverts. Despite the cuts this TV 
showing apparently had some material 
not on the later November 1996 VHS 
tape release. There was once a 60 
minute version as part of “a Tolkien 
Teaching Pack” offered to U.S. schools 
— presumably in the 1994-96 gap 
before the appearance of the more 
affordable retail VHS tape. It appears 
never to have been seen in any form 
on UK television, or in UK schools. 


I assume that various time-limited 
licences (artwork, footage, quotes etc) 
have now lapsed, and this problem 
prevents a commercial re-issue. 


The documentary is known by several 
names, but despite its title it seems 
never to have been in cinemas or at 
festivals. It seems rather to have been 
‘direct to videotape’, and thus wasn’t 
strained though the political sieve of 
the BBC. I can find no trace of any 
archival print being held in some 
vault, such as that of the British Film 
Institute. Nor even a single review, 
just one forum pundit saying that it’s 
the best of the bunch. That was 
enough to tempt me to view and 
review. 
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his is not a 
documentary film to 
show to a friend or 
relation, if they have 
yet to read The Lord of the 
Rings. Firstly it contains many 
plot spoilers, and secondly they 
may even find it a little boring 
and ‘too long’. The interview 
segments will often seem very 
long to those used to the 
modern five-second ‘soundbite’ 
culture. The manner of 
speaking and talking is often 
that of old-school academics or 
the deeply educated person of 
yesteryear — very clear but 
densely elaborated and with the 
speaker assuming a certain type 
of audience. If, however, you are 
of that audience and have read 
and even studied The Lord of 
the Rings, then this will be a 
scintillating documentary. One 
made all the richer as an 
experience by its wealth of 
visual materials, all presented in 
a calm and measured manner. 
These visuals range widely. 
They include details from Lord 
of the Rings paintings by Alan 
Lee (an acquired taste for some, 
and be warned these may jar 
your own conception of LoTR) 
Tolkien’s own artworks and his 
Hobbit book cover, and his own 
calligraphic penmanship. 
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We even see the elderly Tolkien 
at work with a very deftly 
handled calligraphic pen. What 
I recall missing, curiously, are 
the maps of Middle-earth. 
Possibly there was some sort of 
publisher’s veto on their use on 
the screen? Anyway, no-one will 
be disappointed by the other 
visuals, provided that they see 
the film in its best quality. The 
film might have done a bit more 
to visually evoke the distinctive 
English landscapes, though we 
do have a poignant and telling 
moment up on the downs with 
the ancient Uffington White 
Horse. Christopher Tolkien’s 
lovely home landscape in 
France also serves as a fine 
stand-in for Ithilien. 


As expected, urban Birmingham 
and Staffordshire are erased 
from the story, except for the 
briefest glimpse of the frontage 
of Tolkien’s old school in New 
Street. Nor do we see inside 
Exeter College, and I don’t 
recall seeing the Bodleian. 


The film benefits greatly from 
the keen involvement of many 
family members — and thus the 
makers obviously had full 
access to Tolkien’s art, 
calligraphy, papers, letters, 
drafts and final published texts. 
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We even see a delightful 
watercolour of a Silmarillion 
scene, as painted by the Queen 
of Denmark — and explained by 
herself in delightful ‘jolly hockey 
sticks’ schoolgirl English. There 
are fine b&w photographic 
portraits of the man, used to 
great effect at telling points in 
the unfolding narrative of his 
life. We should thus be deeply 
grateful that such a film, with 
such access, was made at all. 
And that it is still available 
today, albeit unofficially. 


The project also had access to 
scholars of the calibre of Tom 
Shippey, friends such as Father 
Robert Murray, and others such 
as Christopher Tolkien’s wife. As 
such it is regrettable that the 
best copy now available has no 
captions which name each 
speaker as they appear. They 
simply appear on the screen, 
and we are left to gasp “how 
young Mr. Shippey looks”, or 
“who on earth is this likeable old 
fellow in the Eagle & Child 
pub?” (Perhaps Rayner Unwin). 
The sound recording of difficult 
field interviews is outstanding, 
and in my copy it is pristine. 
The camerawork is only of TV 
standard, and ‘of its time’ in 
terms of on-the-fly re-framing 
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or attempts at a slightly wobbly 
hand-held shot. Don’t worry, 
though, there is no sea- 
sickeness to be had here from 
wobbling cameras, but the 
camerawork is not as slick as it 
would be with Steadicams. The 
lighting is excellent. 


The film’s overall structure is as 
one might expect. The religion is 
given a few hesitant minutes 
near the start and then never 
mentioned again. Still, that is 
perhaps a better outcome than if 
was made for TV, where 
Christianity might have been 
expunged completely. 


We hear about the apparent 
early “success” of The Hobbit, by 
the modest standards of a 
children’s book in the 1930s, 
though no sales numbers. It’s 
my understanding that the idea 
that the book was an instant 
roaring success has since been 
challenged by scholars of the 
British book trade. It had 
apparently not sold well in many 
bookshops, and was out-of-print 
for most of the 1940s. 


We move on to Christopher 
Tolkien talking of the two early 
“completed” versions of the 
Silmarillion. We hear about the 
ways the academic work in 
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Philology informed the fiction, 
with viewer friendly examples 
drawing from Anglo-Saxon and 
referencing the Rohirrim. There 
are no source-hunts and the 
word earendel is not 
mentioned. Although Tom 
Shippey is able to discuss at 
length Tolkien’s boots-on-the- 
ground love of words and 
landscape, through vivid 
examples such as Emnet and 
the word-origin of the woses. 


There is a more lighthearted 
look at the Father Christmas 
letters, which allows his 
children to give some of their 
memories of those happy days. 


We learn of the Inklings and 
their haunts and the very 
dogged support given by his 
friend C.S. Lewis during the 
writing of The Lord of the 
Rings. This leads into the idea 
of death as a central theme of 
the book, though by then (since 
religion has been despatched 
and is now unmentionable) this 
has to be discussed with 
reference to the elves, to his 
wartime service and the loss of 
his generation of friends, and 
also the ‘strange death’ of the 
Edwardian England he had 
known and loved. 
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It is pointed out that, like 
Frodo, Tolkien lost a great deal 
in his life. What he lost is left 
unstated, other than some 
vague shots of the mill at 
Sarehole and Tom Shippey 
talking about the young men of 
Tolkien’s generation who died 
in the war. One might have 
stated the loss in greater depth: 


— an English countryside badly 
damaged or swept away by the 
noisy and murderous car-culture, 
chainsaws and monoculture fir 
plantations, the incursions of 
‘planners’, EU farming quotas, and 
the mass death of the great elms; 


—a dismal education system 
increasingly under the intolerant 
domination of the far-left; an elite 
culture that venerated modernism; 


— amass media drifting into 
alarmism, doom-mongering and 
outright pornography; 

— beautiful towns blighted by 
brutalist architecture, ring-roads, 
new high-rise estates and litter; 


— the decline of religion, the rise of 
drugs and of strange new cults; 


— the economics crises, strikes, 
unemployment, and ‘no hope’. 


One could go on. Between 1905 
and 1965 Great Britain lost an 
‘empire of the spirit’ as well as 
the actual British Empire. 
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Indeed, if the documentary had 
been even in part a religious one 
it might also have referenced the 
still-existing material culture 
(stone, stained glass, song) and 
musical fabric of the Catholicism 
that was ‘lost’ because it was 
once the primary religion. 


We then learn of the publication 
and reception of The Lord of the 
Rings. Tom Shippey gives a 
suitably pithy account of some of 
the critical and academic 
antipathy to the book and the 
several probable reasons behind 
this. We learn of the book’s huge 
success among the public, 
though this is not dated. Nor do 
we learn how relatively brief this 
initial flurry of popular ‘hobbit 
fandom’ was — 1966/67 in 
America and 1968/70 in the UK. 
Of this the film-makers give the 
viewer only a brief photo of a 
discarded protest placard, stating 
“Bilbo Baggins Lives”. Then they 
mercifully pass on to intelligent 
musing on the reasons for the 
new success. Such as the 
exposure to Edwardian 
Englishness it gives, a pleasant 
and educative novelty to many 
readers. Or the sheer coherence 
and vast depth of the work, 
which deepens like a coastal shelf 
the more one studies it. 
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The film makers do not shy away 
from several failures toward the 
end of his life. Such as the failure 
to complete a publishable 
Silmarillion that aligned with 
The Lord of the Rings. Or the 
uncompleted attempts to work 
out the metaphysics of ‘the 
nature of the elves’. As his son 
says, he was at the end simply 
“too tired” for such hard work. 


I especially remember his friend 
commenting on Tolkien’s great 
and varied range of tastes and 
appreciations — his tastes were 
thus ‘catholic’ in both senses of 
the word. He also had the most 
superb eyebrows in old age, and 
is seen giving them one 
magnificently expressive 
‘Gandalf flick’. I wonder if this 
was a feature of old age, or if 
there was once a young Tolkien 
with much the same delightfully 
mobile eyebrows and laugh. 


Overall, this is a highly 
recommended and serious 
minded film. Just make sure that 
the books are read or re-read 
before viewing, and read up on 
the names of the speakers. I 
completely failed to recognise the 
identity of the American female 
academic — who turns out to be 
none other than the great scholar 


Verlyn Flieger. @ 
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NON- TOLKIEN 


EXHIBELIONS: OF POSSIBLE: IN TERES.E 


“Pop-up Books Through the Ages” 
Newbury Library, Chicago, USA 
Until 15th July 2023 
“The Labyrinth and the Minotaur” (Theseus and the Minotaur) 
Asmolian Museum, Oxford, UK 
Until 20th July 2023 
“Saint Francis of Assisi” (images from the 13th century to today) 
The National Gallery, London, UK 
Until 30th July 2023 
“Quentin Blake: Illustrating Verse” 
Aberdeen Art Gallery, Aberdeen, UK 
Until 17th September 2023 
Play and Pastimes in the Middle Ages 
John Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, USA 
Until 6th August 2023 
“Let the Wild Rumpus Start!” (major Maurice Sendak retrospective) 
Museum of the Art & History of Judaism, Paris, France. 
Until 27th August 2023 
“Cicely Mary Barker’s Flower Fairies” 
Lady Lever Art Gallery, Liverpool, UK 
Until 5th November 2023 
“Pirates” exhibition 
National Martime Museum, London, UK 


Until December 2024 
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PAST ISSUES OF TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 


#1 


Cover: Brocton Army Camp with 
cottage in the foreground (First 
World War). 


Tolkien’s Fox: in persuit of 
Reynard. 


Gleanings, 2019 - December 2022. 


Merry & Marmaduke: some 
possible sources. 


Gallery: Tolkien’s Birmingham (1). 


Tolkien’s League: afoot in Middle- 
earth. 


Interview: Phil Dragash on his 
unabridged LoTR audio. 


Word Notes: 'Brandwine' and 
‘Coalbiters'. 


Film review: Tolkien (2019) 


#2 


Cover: Painting of Coldbath Pool 
(then part of Moseley Bog) (1903). 


Tolkien’s Other Brum. 


Gleanings, December 2022 — 
January 2023. 


Starry Knights: Tolkien and the pre 
-Raphaelites? 


Want to paint in watercolour, like 
Tolkien? Here are suggestions for 
desktop software, assuming one can’t 
afford real paints, brushes and papers: 


Gallery: Tolkien’s Birmingham (2). 
Gandalf and the hobbits. 
Radagast the bird-tamer. 


A Sharp Word: Pikestaffs in the 
Shire? 


On Strider's Pipe. 
Children in The Lord of the Rings. 


Brief review: A Dictionary of 
Sources of Tolkien (2019). 


#3 

Cover: Etching of Exeter College. 
‘Top Totty’: On Tottering and 
Trotting. 

Word note: On ‘ninnyhammer’. 
On Goldberry: A Welsh 
Connection? 

Gleanings, January — April 2023. 
Gallery: At Exeter College. 
Review note: On Morlocks: Tolkien 
and The Time Machine. 


Book reviews: (Proverbs of Middle- 
earth; Journeys of Frodo; The 
Plants of Middle-earth: Botany 
and Sub-creation; Pipe Smoking In 
Middle-earth). 


Review note: Some early printed 
items known to Tolkien. 


Word notes: On ‘bobbing and 
puffing’ and ‘mathoms’. 


#4 

Cover: Detail of the Oratory Retreat 
door, the Lickeys. 

Radagast: Whatever Became of 
Him? (with timeline). 

Gleanings, April — May 2023. 
Gallery: Rednal, the Lickeys and 
Barnt Green. 


Essay: Fire and Lights—Tolkien's 
wartime fireworks. 


Book Review: Untangling Tolkien: 


A Chonology and Commentary for 
The Lord of the Rings. 


Review note: Writers on William 
Morris and Tolkien. 

Guide: Vital Items for Tolkien 
Bibliophiliacs. 

Word note: On ‘Anduin’ as a 
Lombard name. 


Back cover: Restored and 
colourised picture of Tolkien, 
1925/26. 


Paintstorm Studio, or its easier hand- 
holding sister Realistic Paint Studio. 
Superb easy software. Both $20 each. 


Rebelle 6. Hyper-realistic watercolour 


Microsoft Expression Design 4. Has 
adjustable vector watercolours. Freeware, 
now available at Archive.org. 


Krita. Personally I don’t like it, and it 
may not be great for watercolours(?). But 
many do like it and it’s free and open- 
source. Worth trying. 


emulation, but difficult to love and 
currently a hefty £156 for the full bundle. 


Corel Painter. Much better than it used 
to be in both its performance and its UI. 
But Painter is still intimidatingly 
complex and also expensive. Sometimes 
much cheaper in a Humble Bundle. 
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A note on the city name “Gondor”, 
and its uses in Tolkien’s time: 


Readers will recall Tolkien’s southern 
city and seat of the king, the mighty city 
named Gondor. It is interesting that 
‘Gondor’ was also the name for the 
southern capital city of the Christian 
King and Emperor of Abyssinia... 


— “At Gondor is the residence of the 
king, Elias by name, Ate or Nogoos, 
called by the Abyssinians” — Missionary 
Journal and Memoir of the Rev. Joseph 
Wolff, 1829. Not an OCR error. 


— “the most important prince was the 
party called by Europeans an Emperor, 
but known to Abyssinians as the Athie or 
Negus, whose capital was Gondor, in 
Amaraha, or the south-western division 
of the kingdom [of what is now 
Ethiopia]” — Transactions of the 


Ethnological Society of London, 1868. 


My searches suggest the use of the word 
in English has continued to the present 
day, though it is sometimes also called 
‘Gonder’ or ‘“Gondar’ by aid agencies. 


In 1971 Tolkien addressed this point in a 
letter... “I do not recollect ever having 
heard the name Gondar (in Ethiopia) 
before your letter [of 1971]. [Yet]] 
“Owing to the prominence of Ethiopia in 
the Italian war [1935-37] Gondar may 
have been” one prompt for the 

name” [...] [However] In this case I can 
actually recollect the reason why the 
element *gon(o), *gond(o) was selected 
for the stem of words meaning stone [...] 
when 8 years old I had read a book that 
said the language from before “the Celts 
or Germanic invaders) is not known, 
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except perhaps ond = ‘stone’. 
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Fonts used: Larken Italic for 
the cover masthead, Accanthis 
for cover straplines and 
interior headings, and Georgia 
10pt to 14pt for the body text. 
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the city of Stoke-on-Trent, 
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available in PDF form, best 
read on a 10” digital tablet. 


The magazine is produced 
with Microsoft Publisher on 
Windows 7. Printed to PDF 
from Publisher, thus retaining 
Web links. Print to: 6” x 9”. 


Base auto-colorisation for the 
various pictures by Palette.fm, 
then finished by hand in 
Photoshop 2018. 


Postcards via eBay and 
PicClick, rectified, cleaned. 


Web links have been extracted 
from the final PDF and then 
tested for viability with the 
Screaming Frog SEO software. 
Any obviously 404 broken 
Web links were then fixed. 
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active searches on Google 
Search, Google Scholar, JURN 
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